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GOD'S UNANSWERABLE CHALLENGE TO UNBELIEF

Introduction  1Ba. 48 3-5; "Befors it came to pass | showed it thee.”

Fulfilled prophecy is God's unanswerable challenge to unbaeliaf,

In this leszon we will study 8 unigue time-prophecy, written over

BOJ wears before Jesus’ birth, which foretald the time of His baptism: the time of His
crucifiion; and tha time when the Gospal would begin to go out to the Gentlla world, |t
has been called: “The Keyatons of Obd Testamant Prophacy™, because it locks all the
athars securely into place. The Bible contains many marvels, bt none is greater than thisl

Let us opan the Sible and read Dan, 3 : 24-27,
(See Chart No, 36—Diapram of the Seventy Weeks)

Dhiscussion 1.—ARE THE "SEVENTY WEEKS" LITERAL OR SYMBOLIC?

(o) They are found in @ setting of symbolic prophecy {Dan. 8 and 3)

which requires that they be interpreted sccording 1o the year-day

principla mantioned i Num, 1434 and Ersk. 4:6 On this basis thay rapresant
70 x 7, or ¥90 years.

{bB) The Hebrews wera accustomad to speak of "waeks of :EHII‘-I". or "haptads” {groups
of seven years), and modern tranzlators recognise that Danlel had this usage in mind
here. Expmplas: Moffatt’s transkation: "Seventy weeks of years are fiked for your
paopbe and for yvour sacred city.” Goodspead's translotion: “Seventy weaks of years
nre destined for your people and far your haby city”

{c} The footnote to Dan 9 24 in tha Dauay Bible [Roman Catholic) agrees with this
conclusion: "V 24, SEVENTY WEEKS, namaly of years {or seventy times seven,
that is 490 years).”

{d) “The proof of the pudding is in the sating of . As wa will presently =sea, this
prophocy has been exasthy fulfilled on the basgis of the year-day principle—a practical
demanstration of its validity, which nona can denyl

2—WHAT ARE THE FIVE MAJOR EVENTS OF THIS PROPHECY Y

fa) “The commandment to restors and to build Jerusalem”™—A457 B.C,

Faliowing tha Babylonian and Parsian captivity of terael in the Gth century B.C.,
there were three historic edicts by Parsian kings which authorsed the retsrn of tha
Hebreaw axilas to their homeland. Theso ware;

The decres of Cyrus—536 B.C, Mainly concerned with tha rabuilding of tha Temple,
the restoration of the sacred vessels and tha Templa worship (Ezra 1: 1-4).

The decres of Darius—519 B.C. A renewal of the previous decres, made necessary
besouse the woark of rabuildng hed bean hindered by hostile incrigue
{Ezra &:7-12).

Tho decrea of Artaxerxes—457 B.C. This was a pivetsl event in the eple of restora-
tion, for in pddition o promoting the re-establishment of warship in Jerg-
salem, It provided for tha re-constitution of the Habrew state with full
powers of local government. The sctusl text of this royal decres, which
went inte affect in the soventh year of Artaxerses’ raign, is given in Ezra
7:11-26. Scholars heve demonstrated by many lines of scund evidence
that the seventh year of Artoxerxes was 467 B.C.

NOTE: There three decrees are alro described ar "THE COMMANDMENT OF THI GOD OF

pEspL” [Epea 6:14), indiating rhad THE HAND OF FROVIDENOD WAS TIE DEAL MOVING

FORCE behingd them allf (38)



