Bible Lessona for Mew Pictorial Ald Mo, 26

SATAN'S COUNTERFEIT OF CHRIST'S HEAVENLY
MINISTRY

Introduction 'n Leszon 25 we learned that the Heavenly ministry of Christ as our
great High Priest is tha “sum™ of tha Book of Hebrews, and the wital
heart of the Christian feith (Heb, 8:1, 2).

Jasus is tho "now and living Way™ inte the presance of God (Haeb, 10: 18-22). He
fa tha “ons Madiator'”™ babwaen God and men (I Tim. 2:5}. He is the “Author and
Finisher of cur faith” [Heb, 12: 2], Ha is tha Living Ladder between earth and Heaven
{Jabm 151} All our prayers and entreates sscand 1o God through Him, ond oll Divine
gifts and gracas fow Irom Gad 1o us through Him. In place of priests. templas, altars,
sacrifices and corpmonies, He substitutes Himsel as the only "Way" of saving acoess
to God (John 14 6).

So vital is this truth eoncerning the saving ministry of Cheist that to remove i would
bo o disostrous as to remove tho b from o whoel; the keysbone fram an asch; the sun
from the solar ayatem, or the heart fram the bodyl

Question: All this being trus, what attitude would we expect Satan 1o 1ake towarnds the
heavenly ministry of Christ?

Answer: An attitude of rthless opposition. & settled datermination to pervert. counter-
feit or obacure this truth, o as to render it poveerless for the mass of manking,

God has foressen this Satanic oppositlon, and forewamaed us against it. Satan’s
counterlalt of the Heavenly ministry of Christ is the subject of the prophecy of Banial 8.
Because it is impossible to do justice to thiz chapter in one Bible lessan, we will
commance it now and complata it in Lesasons 27 and 38,

Discussion First of all, ket us look briefiy at the whole chaprer, which divides
naturally into four parts:

What Daniel sanwr [we 112}
Wihat Danied heard (ve 12, 13).
The interpretation begun by Gabeial (v 15-25).
The nterpretation interrupted and loft unfinished {vw 26, 27).
Now bet us look mora closaly at the vision [t=ell, which alse divides into four parts:

1.—THE RAM — SYMBOL OF MEDO-PERSIA {ww 3, 4, with v 20)
{See firef section of Charf Mo, 33)

Wea have mat this cosfition of two nations before, in Daniel 2 and 7, Note the fact
that this power became “"great”.

2,—THE HE-GOAT — SYMBOL OF GREECE (wv 5-8, with v 21)
[See secand section of Charr Na. 33)

We have also met this powes in Daniel 2 and 7. Mote the fact that this natlon became
“WEry great’.

The “notabla hom™ which wes broken, applies unguestionably to Abacander the
Great. Thig dynamic yvoung conguerar and ardent spreader of Greek culture was the "first”
in importance of all the Groak worrior-kings. His military campaigns ware noted for thair
surprisge tactice, sudacity, snd remarkable swifiness of manowre, After conguering
Parala and almost all of the ancient world, Alesander died in Babylon at the early age of
32, =5 the result of o drkan orgy,
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