No. 22 Bibla Lessons for Naw Pictorial &Ald

THE SIKTH TEXT — JOHM 20:13

Whiler this passage records a gathering of Christ's disciples an the evening of the
rezurrestion day, it alse expleing the reason why they were sssembied behing clossd
doors—"For fear of the Jews™. Thair motives were unbalisf and fear, not faith and
diavothon.

Some hove suggested thet the disciples weore gathered together to celebrate the
resorrection of Jesces, bui Mark 16;14 and Luke 24:41 shew that most of the disciples
rermaingd in g stoto of gloomy unbelisf in the resurrection right up Uil the avening of that
dayl

THE SEVENTH TEXT — ACTS 20:7

This verse recards ona isoloted masting of ane small-town congregation of Christions
on the first day of the week. However, the context shows that It was o spacial meeting,
called for the purpose of farewelling Paul, It was sleo 8 unique occasion because, dug

partly to the accidental depth of & veung man in the congragation, and his mirsculous
regtoration, tha meeating continusd all night (ve 8-12),

There is no evidenoe her thet this or sny ather Christion congregation met regularly
for wiorship on the first day of the week. Thera is no evidence thet these or any othar
Christians devated the whols of sach first day to religious exercises, The text shows
rathies that the all-night farewall mesting was follewed, not by 8 day of rest and worship,
but by comman, everyday sctivities, such o trovelling, Mo sacred titla is given to the
first day, and thers is no avidenca that tha Chrigtians at Trops, or anywheare alsa, wera
sccusiomed 1o celebrave the Lord's Supper every first day. As a maner of fagt, it is
impassible to prove from this text that the Communion service was celebrated on thizs
pocagion, for there is no mention of the wine, and the term, “the brasking of bread™, is
fraquently appliad in tha MNew Testarment to & comemon meal (Luke 24:30 36 Aoz
242, 46; 27 : 36).

Sa, in order to find In these verses an evidenoe for Sunday secredneszs, we have 1o
read inta them a great daal that is not thore. Besides, the mesting described bagan some-
whare before midnight either on whet we now call Satwerdny night. or on Sunday night.
Il it was Saturday nsght, the meeting began hours before our modern Sunday. If It was
Sunday night, the meeting continuad for hours after owr modern Sunday, until daybreak
o Menday moming: Mowhere does the Bibla supgest that the conducting of one isolated
ralsgious maeting on a certain day, apart from any Divine act of sanctification, makas
that day o Sabbath, or a regular weekly day of worship. If the mere halding of & religlous
moating sutomatically senotified o day, than every day in the waek would guakily &3 the
Eabbathl

THE EIGHTH TEXT — | COR, 162

In apite of a wedespread misundesstanding, this passage does not refer to the publie
giving of oflafings in reguiar church services on Sundays, The advica, “Let avery one of
yau lay by him in stora”, refers rather to the private laying aside of sums at homa, by
ndiwidieals, for 8 special “Judasan Aeliel” appsal. These sums would pragantly be eaol-
lected by Faul {or his deputy) on his way o Jeruzalam {ww 3, 4},

Thers is no releranca here ta the gving of public offerings for the support of the lacal
church ar ministry, or for “Foreign Missions™, as we think of them today. Nor is thare any
ralarancd here 1o any Enivaraal or parmanent Cheistian institution, or fa any universal or
permanent pattern of Christian woarship, Paul is gertainly not attampting I Iagiaﬁam far
iha whols Churgh, or for the entire Christian age, His appesl was prompied by a local
ind temporary amergancy, namaly, the current hasdships of the Jedacan believars due
ig faming ond parsecutlon; bur this emergoncy affected only 8 small section of tho
Christian community at the middie of tha E’lrm Caniuy.
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