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IS SUNDAY SACREDNESS TAUGHT IN THE NEW
TESTAMENT?

Introduction A tompting fortuna is waiting far the person who discovers a Bible
Taxt Mmh_raﬁﬂfﬂ: !!1E_Dw|nq appointmant of Sundey as a doy of rest
and worship for Christians, and commands the weekly obaarvanca of
that day,

In spite of tha fact that thousands of dollars have been offerad far such a text, and
e spite of the most painstaking research, this slusive possege cannot be found. Even the
weord “Sunday™ daes not appear anywhere in the Biblal

Howrewer, there are eight references in the Mew Tostoment o “the fret day of the
weank”', and one reference to “tha Lord’s day"”. Bacausa seclous claims for Sunday saored-
nass have been based upon these texis, they call lor carefd expmination,

[See Chart Mo, 2T—The Sinday Temiple)

Discussion THE FIRST TEXT — MATT, 28:1

This passage states that in the sarly hourz of the first day of the

wepk, after the Sebbath was past, the friends of Jesus came ta wisit

His tomb, Howaver, no sacrad tithe is here given to the first day; no suggestion of sacred-
nass Is atteched to i, nor is there any command for ite observanca,

THE SECOMND TEXT — MARK 16: 2

Thiz alzo |g a stralghiforword historical nasrative, not a command, Mark recards tha
same wisit to the tomb as Matt. 28 : 1, using slightly different werds.

THE THIRD TEXT — MARK 16:3

This, taa, 18 a simple statement of lact, recording the resurraciion of Jasus and His
appearanca to Mary Magdalena.

THE FOURTH TEXT — LLIKE 24:1

This passsga adde fictls to the above, cxcept that it exploing the objeat of tha
disciples’ visit 10 the tomb: namely, to ancint the body of Jegus. Obviously, thay expected
to find Him deadl

THE FIFTH TEXT — JOHN 20:1
This varae also describes Mary's visit and her discovary thot the tomb was open,

Obvinusly, thasa firat fiva Scriptures nesd not datin us beng in our search for Mew
Testament evidance for Sunday sacredness. They simply record the fact that Jesus rose
irgen the desd on the first doy of the week. and that Hiz emply tomb was visited by
sevaral of His disciples in the early moming of that day,

However, ihese passages record no Divine example of first-day obscrvanca, Thay
aontain ng Divine command for such an sbasrvance. They apply no sacred tithe 1o the
first day, nor do thay give any reason for its obsarvence. On the other hand, they show
that Christ’s dizsciples weated the first day 8= a common working day, for they wera
prepared to embalm His bedy on the brst day, o task which they declined to parform on
the Sabbathi
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