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GOD'S SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE

Introduction  The maost beautiful memarial shrine in the world is the Taj Mahal, ot
Agre, India, which was bille by the great Mogul Emperor, the Shal
Jahan, betwesen 1631 and 1845, in memory of his favourite wile
Deseribed by ono visitor a8 "o draom in white marbla®, this stately tamb iz still a shrine
of remembrance for thousande of weurigts whe lleck to it ench year from all over the warkd,
Giod, also, hns o "Shring of Remambrance™, built not of marble, but of tima, 1t is the
Sabbath, the weekly day of rest, which was appointed by Goed in Eden, befora man sinned,
and will ba kopt in Eden restoced, when sin iz foraver pasy
Since the days of Eden, man's thoughts eencerning the Sabbath have often changed,
Tha tida of human opinion has chibed and flowed, but God's thoughts have never changed
conceming His Holy Day,
Isa. 65 : 8, 8: "My thowghts wre higher than yoawr thoughits.*
The purpoes of this lesson s 1o ask: “What are God's thoughts concerming the
Sabbath?™
(See Chart No. 26—God's Sheine of Remeembrance)

Diiscission The entrance to the Sabbath Shring ks composed of ten pillars, and
evary pillar is-a vaxt.

THE FIRST FILLAR — Gan, 2:1-3
(fee Chart Ne, M—Creatlon Week)
Threa steps wera nvolved in making the Sobbath;

(1) “Restod” — Mot the rost of exhaustion, but of achisvement and satsfastion (see
Iza, 40: 38}, Thus God set an example for men, ead invited man to share His rest,
(2) “Blassed” — To "blass” means to “speak wall of ', “to pronounce a blessing upon®,
Adam snd Eva were the only membare of the heman family present in Eden, sp God
must have “spoaken weldl” of the Sabbath to theml
(3) “Sanctifled” — To “sanctily” means to “separate” or “to set apart for o holy wse”,
These threa Divine actions pre equivalant 1o a commaend that man should kesp the
Sabbath holy, They put the Sabboth in a clase by isalf, for no other day woes thus separ-
ated or set apart by God. Nor can anyone but the Creator Himself remove Hig blessing
fram tha Gabbath, or tronsfer it 1o another day.
Some hava asked: "WWas the Sabbath appointed at Croation, or at some later timea?™
The answer iz found by comparing Gen. 1:28 with Gea. 2: 3, where the ward
“bhessed” & applisd both to marrage and to the Sabbath. Mo doubt seems 10 exiat in
any mind that marriege was appointed at Creation, snd was Intended for the entire human
speciug. The lect that the same word "blessed” s appliod 1o the Sabbath, In the same

context, proves that tha Sabbath, also, was sppointed at Creation and was intended by
God for the whaole human race,

THE SECOND PILLAR — Ex. 20: E-11

"Remamber” shows that the Sebbath was not o new nstintion at Mot Sinai, but
wiae already well knawn,

“Of the Lord thy God™ shows that the Sabbath doss not beleng to any race, or seat,
of church. It befongs ta God, This is the foundation plank of the entire Bibke doctring of
tha Sabbath, This is what makes the Sabbath difierent. Thiz = what makes it importani.
Thig is what makes it sscred. Tha Sabbath e God s properly, not man's, This means that
il wee wittingly toke the Sabbath and put itﬁ!ﬁur awm use, we are guilyy of rebbing Gaod?



