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Lecky. the rationalist historian, declares: "That the Cherch of Rome has shed more
innocent biood than any other institution: that has ever existed among mankind, will ba
quastioned |'.'|:||' no Frotestant who has 8 competent knowiedge of history,™ (Rise and
Influonce of the Spirit of Rationalism in Europe, p 32}

{ix} Thought to Changa Times and Laws (v 25)

Bacoming more and more arrogent and presumptuous, the Papal church did not hesl-
taia o tamper with the low of God| The vary institution which should hove baen fora-
most in championing the Divine commendments now 1ok a bold initative In breaching
God's protecting wall. Finding the sscond commandment out al harmaony with its use af
images in worship, the Papal church attempiad to aliminate this sscred precept, as can
be discovered by resding slmost eny Cetholic Catechism todey. Then, ignoring the plain
requireamants of the fowrth commandment concerming the seventh day as the Sabbath
of tha Lord, it commancad to lagislate vigorously in favour of Sunday—iha first day aof
the waek, According te the prophecy, the “Littbe Hom power was 1o “think to chamnge
tirnes and laws™, Tha only Divine precept concarning “tima' is the fourth commandmeant!

(See Chart N, 23—The Commandmenits ag given by God, and of changed by man)

(%) Reigned for a Tima, Times, and the Dividing of Time (v 25)
{ See Clvarr No, 24—Digpram af the 1260 Daye)

Eveénts al tha Beginaing of tha Raign of the “Littls Hom'

Tha Blehap of Rome was enthroned as the spiritunl Head of Christendam by the
decren of Justinian in A.D. 538,

Altar canturlas of streggle with the Arian heresy on the one hand, and with tha rival
Catholic bishops on tha other, the Papacy at langth found a powerful champion in
Justinian, who ascended the throne of Constantinople as Emperor of Eastern: Rome in
AL, 52T, Eagar to patronise the Roman Church as o stepping-stone 1o the re-comrguest
of the Western Empira, Justinian waged wralenting war against the Aran rubers, and
laglstatad vigorously in favour of the Cathaolic party. In A.D. 533, Justinlan proclaimed
the Bishop of Rome as “head of all the Holy Churches® and “the trus and afective
porrector of heretics™, ruling also that the Archbishop of Constantinople should haold
sacond place. This dacres went inte full effect in AD, 538 whan Belisarius, Justinian's
ganeral, gave the death-blow 1o tha Dnrm;n:ha, the kst of the thres great Aran powers.
In tha sama yeor (A0, 53), Justinian published adicts compalling ol non-Catholics o
jain the churah in ninety déys or leave the Empire, and confiscared all their goods.

Evenis at the end of tha Relgn of the “Little Hom'

Thae Bishop of Roma waos dothronad, as 8 consequonce of the Fronch Revolution,
in A.D. 1738,

In 1787, when Pope Fies VI bacama seriously ill, Mapaleon gave orders that in tha
wvent of his death, ne suceazsor shauld ba alacted 1o iz affize, snd the Papal rule shauld
aeasa, But the Pope recavesed, and on 10th Febroary, 1798, an pretence of an insult to
thie Franch ambassador in ltaly, Berthior, gencral of the French Revolutionary forces and
Mapobean's lamous Chisl of Swa#f, entered Rome and took the Pope prisoner, The aged
bishop was armasted on the night of 20th February, the twenty-sighth anniversary of his
alevation ta the Papel chair; the ring of authority wes 1een from his finger: his proparty
weng confiscated and sald; the Fapal states were abolished and Rome was declored a
rapublic, Tha Popge himself was carried off 1o France, whare he died a captive, worn out
with fatigue and sorraw, a1t Valence, an 25th August. 1799, For & long interval the Fopal
throne was wacant,

Upg il the Revelution, France hed been a leading supporter of the Fapacy for many
conturios, and was called “The Eldest Sﬂl;?l;f} the Churgh", Consequently, this disastes



