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These were doys of widespread spiritual darkness and famine, when & cheap

substitute for the bread of life was being offored to the people, vet the doerknoss was
redieved by ane bright roy of hops,

“Ses that thou hurt not the oil and the wine™, Here |5 evidence that even in the davs
of darkest apostasy, the rich bounties of haaven would still fiow freely to the earth, and
the light of trua religion would never be completely extinguished. In apite of the very
worst that Satan could do, he coubd not obstruct or pervert the fres and unoeasing
ministry of tha Holy Spirt—bringing enlightenment, refreshmant and  comfori—hera
symbolised by "the ol and the wina”, This is o clesr indicotion alss, that even in thesa
days of despest spiritual fomine, God nourished and presarved a remnant of faithful
witnesses, who resisted the Grest Apostasy.

THE FOURTH SEAL — REV. 6:7. B
{See Chart No. Vb—Fourth Horseman)

The richer on the pale horse is the symbol of apestasy In full Newer, when the Stata-
church of the Middla Agas—the profesaad Church of Jesus Christ—becama an instrumant
of ruthless tyranny and persscution. The word “Hell” here 8 from the Greek "Hades™,
antd means the "power of the grave”, Here ia the complete reversal of God's original
purpoea for His Church, and at first sight, a complete triumph for Saten. Tha Church
which Jesus feunded as the ambassador of life and psace has now became o pitiless
enging of destruction and danth—a hideous and unresagrisable corizatiera of tha Church
of tha Mew Toestament!

Yot this hos ahyays baen the inevitable harvest of departure from the pura worship
of God. Fram the day that Cain killad Abel, the dischedient end perverse have always
sought to justity thair rebellious waye by silancing thoss wha protested, and clung 1o
the worehip of God in its orginal eimplicity. Tho fourth horseman (8 & graphic and
accwrate symbol of the tremendous mortality which cccurred during the peried of Papal
supramacy. For o thousand years the soll of Eurape was drenched with the blood of an
aatimated 50 million martyra. The era of tho pale horse was the era of the "Inguisition”,
and the waorld stifl shudders at its mamary. The hiztorian Wylie says of this dark era; "It
wiag the noonday of the Papacy; but the noonday of the Papacy was the midnight of the
world

This saal extends from the beginning of Papal supremagy to the opening of the
Pratestant Aaformation.

THE FIFTH SEAL — REV, &:8-11
{Spe Chart No_ 17==The Sowlr Bader the Alrar)

The cpening of the fifth seal reveals the victims of the fourth horseman—"Protest-
ants” bafore tha Relermation, martyred millions lying at the foot of a bloodstained altar—
pleading with Gad for retribution,

*The Souls undar tha Altar™. "Sauls” is used here in the common Biblica! sonse of
"persons” or “poople” ond, though slain, they nre represented ae crying to Gad by the
sama metaphor—personification—which |8 usad in Gen. 4:10, whera the voice of
Abel's bloed is represented as “cryng to God from the grownd”,

“The aliar”. The “alas” in this caze lg 8 fitting eymbol of the lands of Westorn
Ewrope, which for centuries had been crimsonead with martyr blood,

"How long, O Lord?* As p fact of history, the cry, "How long, O Lesd?”, was also
raigad by the Proresient Relormatlon, when brave men lifted their voices ageinst Papal
tyranny, colled for o cessation of persecution, and insisted that tha maryrs be recog-
niged ag the chomplons of truth and soulliberty—man and women who were nsarsd 16
Gad s ideal than were thelr eruel exesutionars.
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