No. 17 Bible Lessons for Mow Plctorial Aid

THE SECOMND SEAL — REV, 8:3, 4
{See Civarr Mo, 15—Second Horseman )

The ridar an the red horse pigtures the tragle corruption of original purity which took
place in the Church after the first Apostles wera laid to rest. Red is the univerzal symbol

of denger, war and blecdshed. In Biblo times it stood for gin and corruption (Isa. 1:18),

In many parta of the Christian world, recent converts from heothenlam grasped the
hedm ol lpadership and instead of resisting cormupting influences, wrmed the polluted
streams of paganism into the pure feuntain of Christisn truth. Like drops of red Ink in
a vesaal of clean water, these pagan elemeonts soon staired the whala fabric of tha
Chureh's life and worship, Belief in purgatory, the veneration of saints, prayers for the
dead, the use of images in worship, infant baptism, tha use of charma, rosary beads and
I'Iﬂ‘l:.l' water, ware just & few of the dark, red pagan drops.

“Thers was ghven unto him a great eword.” Church leaders openly courted the favaur
af tha elvil power. After the sa.called “conversion” of Constantine in A.D. 313, it became
legal ta ba p Christian, Unhaly alliances wars formed betwoen Church and State. The
Church hod now grasped the “great sward™ of civil power, and was prepared to use
paolitical means to achievs spirtual ends. From this point anwards persecstion of dissen-
ters o “haretics” bacama a matter of aattbed Church palicy,

“Fawier to tnke peace from the aarth.” Inevitably, this was a pesiod of confict, as
wall a5 compromise and corruption. The Church was tom by rivalries, jeslousies, ond
blmer controversies which lested, in soma cases, for generaticns,

The pariod of this seal extends from the close of tho firgt century to the period of
Constanting.

THE THIRD SEAL — REV, 6:5, &
[ See Cirart Na, | 6—=Third Harseman)

The rider on the black horse symbolises tho incressing corruption of the Church,
which progressed rapidly from the time of Conganting to the beginning of Papal supram-
scy, in A0, 538 During thiz period the trus Gespel was almost completely sclipsed by
worldEness and superstition, So rmdically changed did the Church besome, so opposite
in character 1o the Church of tha New Testament, thay Ged was now obliged to represent
it by a black horsse—ihe very opposite to whitel

“A pair of balances in his hand”. The balances—symbol of worldly business and
gommorcialam-—indicats thot by this time the fallen Church had sbandoned s God-
sppaanted 1ask of workd evangelisation, Like the man with the mueck-rake jn Bunyan's
“Filgrim’s Prograss”, who “could fook no way but dowreard”, tha Charch had besama
preaocoupbed with the things of this world. Bishops had bogun to compate with warldlings
in buying and selling and, by its vast accumulation of houwses and lands, tha Church
bacama the wealthiest institugion In Europe

Sa sompletely did the apostate Church lose sight of the original Gospel that it even
sttempied to sall the bread of Eel By such perversions as purgatory, the mass, tha
ndulgence and the confessional, Gad's gift of salvation was ofered in exchanga for
monay, Balancas are also the symbof of judgmant, and mey here picture the Chirch's

ittempt e climb inte the judgment sast, to rule the gonsciences, and 1o dacide tha
destinies af men.

* A measure of wheat for 8 penny’’. Hera |s food being daled nut at famine prices.

This "measura” {choenix) held less than & quart=a mangre dally ration for a soldier. &
‘penny”’ {denarius} reprosented a full day's wages for 8 labourer.

"Thies maasiges of Larley Tod a panny™. In noinal tines, a puony would buy twenty-
lowr measures of barley, but here only three—the daily ration allofned te a slave!
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