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GOD'S PREVIEW OF THE GREAT APOSTASY

Introduction  Someons has imagined the amazemant and alorm of Peter end Paul if
they came to life tadey and made o survey of much that now passes
az Christianity, Tha only yardavck the Apostles would know woould be

“tha faith once defiverad unto the sants™ (Jude 3), as described in tha New Testamant,

As they compared mony of the pepular modern churches with the original Cheistian

Church, it is certaln that their hearts would be “stirred within them" as Paul's was

whan he passed atong the streets of Athens [Acts 170 16),

Congzider just a few of the strange, new oBicials, new objects and new practices
thay wwould find in the modern church, which were unheard of in the Earfy Church.

In the Modern Chasch In the Early Church

FPoper, prieets, cordinals, monks and miis Atbselutely wnknown

Mermpitenies, pofaces, eathedrals Atbeolutely unkeown

Thrones, robes, crowar, mifres, Jewels, Abeslutely wnkrown
fpeaiig it IR Y

Roelics, fmages, holy water, beads, charms, .-Ibm!nr.rl'}' nkeswg
medils, hofy picires

Qutraged and indignant, the Apostles would cry: "What bag happenad to tha sirmpli-
city and purity of the sarly Church? Who has been respongible for these unscriptural
changas? Have God's watchmen been astep, to allow the enemy to sow these tares ™

Thers guestions are anewarad In the prophecy of the Seven Ecaly, found in Revelation
S and G Thiz is God's praview of the Great Apostasy.

Diseussion This visipn aciually beging in chapler 4:1, 2, where John s given a
wigw of the thrane of God in Heaven, In chaptar § he seas & mystericus
book of spven sealed scrolls in the hand of Gad (v 1). This book ia

taken by the Lord Jesus Christ and, ene by ane, the seals of mystery ore broken (v 57,

THE FIRST SEAL — REW. 6:1, 2
{8 Chart No. 15—Firsl Hovseman}

The rider on the white horse presents a picture of the parity, snthusiasm and victary
of the sarly Chrigtian Church, The bow is the symbol of aggressive warfare. Tha white
horse and the crown are symbals of wriemph, and wera used by Reman Emperars n the
celebration of thair victories.

5o amazing was the initial “explogion” of Chrigtionity that, within seventy years
after the Crocifixion, the heralds of the Cross hod carmied the Gospel to the boundaries
of tha then-knowen wosrld (Rom. 1:8; Col 1:23). Histosians estimate that by 8.0, 100,
5 million converts had bean won 1o Christ. During this period the Church was marked
g:r purity of life and doctrine; evangaelistic fervour; and uncompremising sepamtion from

& warld,

roTE! Tnesetueh as mo fedicardon (2 glven of the precive daler or events asaclated with the
opening of the seals, we should ovoeid dogmativm here, The emphasis v gech cese (@ ypon THE
CHAMENG CHARACTIR OF 1115 CHURCH, rather than upon arbitrary pericds of fime. In peneral
rereng, the firer seal would cxfend from Perfecost to the end of the frar contury, Furihermors,
wnice gpeded, the seals are WEVER CLOSED, so M eitliades and gqualivbes dromatlzed by exch
aeal persier, with greaver or lesr posency, .rhrfzguml.lmrr the entire Chririan age.
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