Mo, 16 Bibla Lessons for Mew Pictorial Ald

Fira is God's great antisaptis, and His uzs af it to dastroy avil at the last day is not
bacausa He is vindictive, spiveful or cruel, But for swrgical or cleansing purposes.

Rev. 21 : 27: Nathing that dufilsth can snter the Mew Jerusalom.

I Johm 3 : 8 God’'s object is to destroy the works of tha Davil.

Rev. 5113 God will evantually have a clean universe, in which evary rational creatura
will praise and bless Him.

3, —HOW CAMN WE RECONCILE THE BIBLE'S PICTURE OF HELL WITH THE LOVE AND
JUSTICE OF GOD?

This reconciliation is not difficult if wa keep three facts in méind:

{a}) God doess not arbitrarily conssgn anyons to Hell. He doas not shut the door of

Heaven against anyone. Hewants oll men to be saved, and has made abundant provision

for this. But some people shut the door of Heaven againat themesalves! By persistently

choosing evil they exclide themsehves from Heaven and consign themselves to Heill,

Thay are shut out from Heaven by their own unfitness for its society. Esch man finally

costs his ewn voue, elther fer Hesven or Hell God simply endorses the sinner's own

chgion

Ezek. 18 : 30-32% 33 :11: "God hae no pleasure in the death of the wisked."

Il Peter 3 :%: "He i not willing that any should parigh.”

John 3| 18: His love provides a woy for all to be saved—if they choose

lsa. 28 : 21: Punishkment |8 God's “stronge act™—aomething that His whole nature recoils
from.

(b} Gods withdrawal of the gift of ie from the wicked ks i kindness o them. They

would not be happy in a clean and Sinléss universe, any more than germs would bao

happy in sunbight, or in & strong antiseptic solution, They would welcoma destruction b

prelerance 1o the soclety of God and angels.

“The sinnar could not ke happy in God's presence. He would shrink from the com-
panicaship of holy baings. Could ke be permitted to enter Heaven, 1 would have ne jey
far him. Hea thoughis, his interesis, his motives, would ba alien to those that actuate tha
sinless dwellers there Heaven would bs 1o him a place of tortura, He would long to be
hidden from Him who is its light, and the centre of its joy™ {Steps to Christ, pp 17, 18).
Prow, 8: 36 “All thay that hate Mea love death.”™
Rew, 22 :11: “'Ha which ia filthy, lot him ba filthy sl
(o) Godf's withdrawal of the gift of life from the wicked is in kindness to the universe
ag a whola, God must safequard the happiness and wall-being of tha universa st large—
like & surgeon whe cuts out 8 disessed organ, of emputaies a poigened kmb, in ordar 10
“disinfact” the rest of the body, and set it free from the risk of diseasa or death.

It would not be love or justico for God to allow the cancer of evil to go on growing
and spreading contamination forever, any more than it would be kindness for 8 doctor 1o
spare a patient's gongrened foot or inger. The admission of one incorrigibla sinner into
haaven would axposa the whole univarse to the threat of avil developing a second timal

4.—ARE THE FIRES OF HELL BURMING NOWT

Matt, 13 ; 80-42; The wicked will be cast into a furnace of fre at “the end of the workd™,
Il Pater 2 : 8: The unjust are “reserved” unto the day of judgmant to be punished,

5. —WHERE IN THE UNIWVERSE WILL HELL BE LOCATED?

Rev. 30 : 7-9: “They want up on the breadth of the earth. Fire cama down from God out
of Heaven and devourad them.,'

Praw, 11 : 31: Sinners shell be recompensed “in tha sarth™,
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