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THE BIBLE TRUTH ABOUT “HELL"™

Introduction Sertain ideas about Hell have been instilled into owur minds from child-
¢ hood, If we wara to ask @ hundred peopla in cur neighbourhood: *'What
is your kea of Heldl ™ we would probably find that most people gave
anawers somathing like this: A vast fiery pit, where sinners are kept buming for aver
and pvar, while demons, armed with pitch-lorke, glost over the torments of the damned.”
Doea the Bible endorse this conventional picture of Hell? Let us open the Book

and see

Discussion 1 —WHAT DOES THE BIBLE MEAN BY “HELL"?

Four different words from the original Bible languages are rans-
lated by the one English word “Hall™:

() SHEOL {Hebrew)—Has the genersl meaning of death, the state of death. the grava,
the deminion of death and the grave. The sphere of death as oppased to the sphers
of lifa. The aftes-warld. Tha ungaen or invisible realm to which all men po at death.
in the Gresk “Septwagint’” version {the first tranglation fram the Hebrew into Grask),
the Hebrew SHEOL {8 commonly transloted by the Greek word HADES., SHEOL
doas not saery with it intringically the idea of fire, or the conscious tormant of the
living, but simply death, tha aboda of the dead, both good and evil. Tha word cocurs
gixty-five tmes in the Okl Testamant. Example: Gen. 37 36,

{b) TARTAROS {Greak}—Refers 1o tha place of banishment of evil angeis, and evidantly
maans the repions of space surrounding this world, 16 which the reballicus angeds
woare cast aftar thelr expulsion froem Heaven, Doas not concesn the fate of ungodly
man, Docurs only once in the Mew Testamant: |l Patar 2 @ 4.

(] HADES ({Gresk}—Means literally that which is in darkness, hidden, invisible,
obscura, and applies o the ungesn workd, or the abode of the dead. It is the Gresk
equivalent of the Helwew SHEOL, and therafore means the gravae, or the dominion of
death and tha grave. HADES does not carry with it intrinsically the idea of firs, or
the conscious torment of tha Bving. but applies simply to tha imvigible world to
which all men, good and evil alike, go at death, The waord occurs aleven times in the
Now Tastament. Example: Acts 2 27,

(d) GEHEMWMA (Greak]—Applies literally 1w the Valley of Gehenna near Jerusalem,
whesa in Christ's day all kinds of refuse were cast, including the carcoses of beasts,
and the unburied badiss of crimnalz. Fires were kegt congtantly burning to consums
thiz waste material. GEHENMNA is the Greek mode of spelling the Habrew words
which means “the vallay of Hinnom™. However, the fires of GEHENNA ware not far
thee torment of the living. but for the destruation of the dead, Josus used the Valley
of Gehanna ag a symbod of tha “sacond™ of fnal death—tha total, flery destrsction
of tha wickad at tha and of the Millennium, The ward occurs twalve times in the
Mew Tesmament. Example: Matt. 51 22, 28, 30,

2—WHY IS THE FIERY HELL OF THE BIBLE NECESSARY?Y

Becauss God |5 o clean God, and Ha wants to have a clean univarge. His holy natura
is tha very opposite of evil. and therefore cannot telerate wickedness in any form. Tha
primary purpose of the fiery Hell is to disinfect the universs from everything that is evil

and wnelean.
1 John 1 :5; “God is light, end in Him is no derkness at all.”
Habakkuk 1:13: “Thou sre of purer eyes than to behald ewil"™
Heb. 12 ; 29; “Qur God is a conguming fire."
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