Mo, 14 Bible Lessons for Mew Pictorlal Aid

3-—THE THIRD KEY — WHAT HAPFEMNS TO THE BODY AT DEATH

Gan, 3 : 1% "Till thou ratumn unto the growwd . , . Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou
raturn,”
This taxt requires na explanotion, There & no element of mystery hora, Al human
eaperience confirma this plain stetement of the Bible,

4 —THE FOURTH KEY — WHAT HAPPENS TO THE SPIRIT AT DEATH

Becauzse there & soma confusion among Christian people st this point, wo should
aongider the following Bibla facts very carefully:

Ecchas. 12 ; 7: “Tha spirit shall retum 1o God whe gawe it

This taut does not say that the “spirit” of good men only retums o God et death
Mo distinction is mado here botween good men or bad man, According to this passage.
tha “eplrit” of all man retumns 1o God at death,

Wihat is the “spirit”7?

According to the Bible, the "spirit™ is the [He prineipla, or “breath of [Ha™, which God
ariginally gnvae to man {Gen. 2: 7}, and beast [Gan. 7: 16, 21, 22}. The common Hebrew
word for "breath”™ (RUACH] is many times tronglated s “spirit”. {Sea Job 33 : 4; 34 14,
where “spirit” and “brasth” are used interchangeahbly. )

Eocles, 3:18-31; The “spirit™, or “breath of life”, is o gift from God which man shares
with the lower animals, so that in this respect men hkas na pre-eminence over
tha beasts,

Job Z7 1 3: The “spirt" of “breath”™ from God resides in man’s “nostrils™,

Ps. 1463, & Man's "brooth gooth forth”, and "he returneth to his earth”. Accerding to
this paszage, death is the separation of the breath of Nife from the body—tha
sirnple reversal of that process by which God originally gava life 1o man,

Jemes 2126 "The body without the ‘epirit’ [margin, “breath’] iz dead.” Therefara, the
simplest definition of the “spirit”, when used in this sense, is; That which keops
lite in tha bady, and retums to God at death,

wMoTE: A furtfer sigrificand foct showld be observed herer Bl life and consciousaess
RESULT frovm the union between the “spirit (or breath) and the body, the Bible never sugpesty
that plee “spiefi" it o kind of SECOND, LIVING PERSOMALITY—aN IMDEFENDENT CENTRE GIF SELF-
CONSCIOUSNESS—which can snjay persannl cxistence when SEPARATED fram the body, Nowhere
dgex the Hibie feach thai the Riorm “gpicit” har the power of INDEPENDENT COMSCIOLSNISS,
INTELLIGENCE, EMOTIONE, AEMAATIONS, MEMOEY, OR WILL, priov Jo, or ﬂuﬁjﬁqﬂtﬂf fa, {08 dmfon
with the body, The recognitlon of tir feel will alio fave us from a preas deal of confusion,

6. —THE FIFTH KEY — WHAT HAPPEMNS TO THE SOUL AT DEATH

Gan. 2:7: As o result of the union of the breath of life with the body, man "becams™ a
living soul,

The text daes not say that man was “given™ a scul, or that ha “had™ 8 soul, but that
he was a aoull

What is a "living soul"?

Accordsng to the Bible, a “living soul™ is & living being: a conscious persca, or
personality; an individual. (See Gen. 12:5; 38:6; Lav, 4:2; whera "soul” cbviously
mgans “‘person’.}

Compare Matt, 16 28 with Luke 9! 25, whera tha Bibla uses the tarms “goul and
“saif" interchangeably. Obvisusly the “soul” means tha “ssif": the whole man, the total,
conscious, living, breathing personality, az it funetions normally in lifa,
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