Bivle Lessons for Mow Pictarial Aid Mo, 10

TWELVE GREAT SIGNS OF THE RETURN OF JESUS

Introduction 10 this lessan we will study “The Signs of Cheist's Coming™, and the
obvious place 1o begin is with the peinted question which the disciples
asked Jesus about this sulbject

Matt. 243 “What shall be the SIGN of Thy comang?”

Discussion 'l"n'hhjl wig open tha Bible 1o look for tho answer 1o this guesiian,
we lilﬁnwr thres significant facts about the Signs of the coming of
our Lord,

FACT —JESUS WANTS US TO “WATCH" FOR THE SIGMS OF HIS COMING

How do wa know this? Because, immaediately following the disciples’ guestian in
Matt. 24 ;2. Jesus devoted nearly 100 vorses to the “'Signa™ of His coming, and the
attitude His pecpla should adopt towards these Signs [see Matt. 24 and 25}, These two
chaptors are punatuated b}é the solemn wamings "WATCH" and "BE AELADY™ (seae
Matt, 24 : 42, 43, 44: 25:13), Obviously, these wamings would be pointless if thare
ware o Signs, or il we coubd not recogniss theml

FACT 2—JESUS EXPECTS LIS TO "DISCERN” THE SIGNS OF HIS COMING

Matt, 18 ; 1-3; "Can yo not disgemn the Signs of the fimez?” (Te “discern’™ means to san,
to percalve, to recognise, 1o inerpret, 1o understand. )

Heb, 10:25: “As ya ses the day approaching,”

Matt, 24 :32, 33: “Know that it is near, aven st the doors.”

FACT 3—JESUS HAS MADE IT AS EASY TO TELL WWHEN HIS COMING 1S NEAR AS
IT 15 TO TELL THE TIME OF DAY

{See Chaet No. b—Eignz of Chrelsrs Coming)

Whan we ses the minvie hand, “Werld Conditions”™, coming nearer and nearar to
the paint of agreement with the howur hand, “Bibla Signs’™. we can know by that sure
tokon that ouwr Lord's return is nearl Conslder these twalve great signs of the return of
Jogus, which are baing fullillad in our doy:

Tha “Seolfers™ Sign (I Per. 3: 3, 4)

Fater predicred that the prevailing mood of the “last days™ would bBa one of apen
scepticism about the signs of Christ’s coming, This is cartainly ree today. Every modemn
scoffer ig 8 walking, talking sign of the coming of the Lord. The Christion can 2ay 15 the
gooffer: “Friend, Peter made & prediction about you, You are the latest sign I've seen!™

The “War'" Sign (Matt. 24: 6, 7)

Thea 20th cantury hes witnesgad the two greatest wars of all history {1974-1918:
1838-1946, Total of ower 20 million killed, woeundad or mizssing), The years 1800-1970
have baen the meost blopdstained T years on record,

The “Famine™ Sign (Matt 24 ;7)

Quer contury hos witnessad four of the :;Hatul famines of all histary {Russla 1821,

1833; China 1923-1830; Bengal 1843-1344, Estimated deathrodl totelled over 20 millicn).

Tha '&Pﬂﬂm"' Eﬂm {Mart. %4 Ui i M
ur cantu a5 witnesgad one of the greatest tilnn f pll = i
Influanza™ -a-pidr:lmi't. 19!IE. Estimated 21 million :;:11#.-35, con of all history ("Spenish

The ‘D'Ewﬁmmh" Sign (Matt, 24:7)

ur century has withessed twe of the groatest earthquakes of all his Chi
1820, Killed 180,000 people. Japan, 1923, Total casualties 1,600,000, of wm ;m::ll-lﬁli
perizhed). The Japaness sarthquake was described at the time as "Tha greatest sanghs
disaster since the Flood!™ (1)



