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| Thess. 4: 18: "With a shout. with the vaice of the archangel, and with the trump of God.”
I Cor. 15 52; "The trumpat shall sound and the dead shall be raised.”
i the words af the New Testamant are to be toke at face value, and we baliave thay

arg, Our Lord’s Return will be a stupendpues public spactacle, conducted in the open goza
of the waikdl

It would seem that Jesus has deliberately chosen words which give the impraasion
of unparafieled majesty and splendour when describing His Second Coming. Consider
thasa sxamples: “Clouds™; "Lightning™: “Trumpet'’; “Showt'; “Power”; “'Glony™;
“Angals”; "Brightness”; “Flaming fire", anc.

Put thesa words togethar, end they maks a scane of incomparable grandeur amd
poveer. It dafies all attempts a1 description. it beggars all comparison. |t will ba tha
greatest spectacle of the ages!

4.~—I5 IT NECESSARY?

Mot only doas the Gible make plain tha promise of Christ’s Coming, and the pattesn
of His Coming, lts testimany is equally plain canceming the purpose of His Coming.
John 14 1 1-3: To receive His people unte Himsall.

Rewv. 14 14-16: To rasp the hareast of the earth, afver centurles of somaring.
Matt. 13 : 38-40: To separste the wheat from the tares.

| Thess. 4 14-18: To raise the righteous dead.

I Cor. 16 : 51-63; Ta bestow the gilt of immorealicg.

Il Thess. 1 : 7-10: To punish tha ungadiy.

Rew. 22 : 12 “To reward svary man ascording as his work shall be”

I John 3:8: "To destroy the works of the Davil.”

Il Pet. 3:10-13: To creata a new heavana and 8 naw aarth.

5—I5 IT MEART

Can wa know anything abowt the neamaess of owr Lord's return, or is tha matter
wveiled in sacrecy?

| Theas. 5:1-6: God's peopla naed not be “ignorant” of the “times and seasons" ralative
to the future programme of God. They ara "ot in darkness®, thar the day of Christ's
Coméng should overtake them “as a thief".

Whilst it is trua that “ne man knows the day nor the hour™ (Mart, 24 @ 36), ded has
given many, unmistakable "signs” by which wa may know with certainty whan the
Coming of Jesus ig near. We will consider thesa “signs” in Lesson 10,

Canclusion Evaryone is naturally curious about tho quastion: "When will Jesus
came?” Bul thers iz another questicn that is far more personpl and
urgens: “Are we ready for His Coming?™ The Mew Testament never

mentions this subject without sounding an earnest call for personal preparedness:

Luke 21 ; 34-38; "Watch ye tharefore, and pray alwaye, that ye may ba accountad worthy

to escape all theze things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the San
af man.”

Luke 12 : 36-40: “Blagsed are those servanis whoen the Lord when He cometk shall find

wiatahing.”
Thank God, we are not beit in doubt a2 ta hew 1o make this personal praperation:

1 John 2 7 28 “And now, littls children, ablda In Him; that, when He shall appaar, wee moy
have confidenca, snd not be ashamed befora Him at Hig coming.”
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