Bitrle Lessons for New Pictorlal Ald No, 8

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

Introduction  Whenaver the subject of the Second Advent comes up for discussion,
five quastions are almost sure 1o be asked:

Discussion 1.—I5 IT REASONABLE?

Jamas B 7, 8: “The husbandman [or farmer] waiteth for the precious
fruit of the earh.”
This is & farmes’s taat, and it agraes pardesthy with farming praclics, “The precious fruit”
fof which the farmer waits, s tha hanvest—the climax of the whole year's woark.
Imagine a farmer who cleared and preparad his fald, ploughed it, fertilised it sowed
it, harrowad it and tesded it all throwgh tha year, and then, 8 fow weaks befare the
harsest, suddonly lost all interest in his crop, went for a long holiday to the other side of
tha wiorld, and made ne provision whatever for the harvest] Would that be reasonable?
BMow put Jesus in the plage of the farmer. Suppose Ha went 1o all the expense of
Bethlaherm, Mazarath, Gethsernane and Calvary! preparing the soil, sowing the =esd,
weatering it with His blood and His tears, patiently tending the fiedd a1t such enormous
cost, ovar canturies of time, But suppose He made no plans whateser to retum 1o tha
wiorld, and reap the kardest! Wauld that ba raascnabla?

2=]5 IT SCRIPTURAL?

The Bible thrills from beginning to end with the hope of Christ's Second Coming.
The Old and Mew Testaments contain well over 1,500 specific referances 1o our Lord's
Raturn, It we wara to remave these references from the Bible, the book would literally fall
10 pieces in aur hends! Froom thiz vast bady of evidance we select the following:

John 14 :1-3: " will come again.”

Hab, 8 : 28: “Ha shall appear tha second tima.™

Titus 2 ; 11-14; "Looking for that Blessed Hops,™

Rev. 19 :11-16: | =aw Hesven opensd,'”

Rew. 22 : 20; “Suraly | come quickly. Even 80 coma, Lord Jasus.”

E~15 IT LITERAL?
{See Chart No, 3—S8econd Adveni of Christ)

Christian apinion is divided at this point. Some peapie say that the Second Coming
takes place at conversion, or at death. Others sy that Chriat’s coming s “epiritual”, or
"aymbolic”, bt not real or personal. Thay insist that He “comas™ in the form of great
nmepvaments for social reform, education, and world betterment. Still others bebleva in
what they call 8 “Secret Rapturse”, or an “Invisible Presence” recognised only by a
favoured few,

But these ore only hurman geesses, after all, Qur chief concern la: What dosa the
Bible say?

in tha Mew Tesmameant there are more than 40 plain texis which deseribe the manner
of Christ's Socond Coming. These tauts unite in declaring that this evant will be a literal,
vigibla, peraonal, public appearing. It will ke as real and recognisable an event as was His
first coming. except that the marks of poverty, humiliation and suffering will be absent,
The folloeing ara just 8 few axamples:

At T B-11: “This same Jesus shall 2o come in like mannar 85 ye have geen Him go.”
Raw, 1: 7 "Behold Ha comath with clouds, and peary eye shall spa Him,™
Meart. 24 @ 24-27: “As the lighning.”
Matt. 24 : 31; “With & grest sound af a trumpee.”
Luke 21 : ZF: "With power and great glory.'”
Matt. 25 ; 31; “In His glory, and all the holy angals with Him."
{39)



