Mo, B Bible Lessons for Mew Pictorial Ald

Wihilst the vear A.0. 476 haz commanly been given for the dawnfall of Imparial Rame,
the digintegration of the Empire was actually & bong-drawn-out process which lastad for
agwer 200 years, Berween AD. 350 and 550, Rome's territories were penatrated by suc-
cesgive hordes of Gurmanic invadars. Same o these barbarian tribes passad quickly into
abdivian, leaving scarcely o trooe, Others succeedad in carving out mora delinite and
parmanent territories from the bady of tha prostrate Empire. Our map shows the approxi-
rate kecatlon of ten of tho more representative and parmanent of thess barbarlan king-
dorms. Howewver, boundaries were continually fluctuating, and no gingle still map can give
an accurate picture of the rapid sveaession of clkanges during this perod of vast political
upheaval. An adeguete portrayal of the partition of the Raman Empire woeuld require a
motian picture of the avents of [We CERIURES,

Thi following chart lists the arsginal kingdams and their modem sucoessons:

Anglo-Saxons England A pigorthmy o Spain
Fromks oroee e e A .. Franca BUBV oerrrsmmmmmressnnes Portugal
Al N o R G - Germany Osirogoths . Disappeared from history
Burgundlans - ... Switzprland Wandals ... Dsappesrad from history
LEmBa e it A Herull i Disappeared from history

6 —ATTEMPTS TO CREATE A UNITED EUROPE [vw 42, 43)

The Roman Empire has been described as "History's ‘Humpty Dumpty’ ™. Aftes
Aome's dawnlall in A0, 476, "all the king’s horses and all the king's men”—the warriors
and diplemats of fifteen centurieg—have fallad to “put Humpty Dumpty together again.”
Six notable rulers whio hawae fried vainly to unite Ewrope wersa:

Charlemogne {of the Franks) ., 8th century  Mapolaon {of Franca) ... 1%th cantury
Charles ¥ (of 5pain) ... 16thoentury Kaiser Wilkelm (of Garmany ) 20th century
Lawis X1V (of Franae)] ... 18th cantury  Adolf Hitler {of Germany] ..., 20th contury

Repeated efforts have aiso been made to weld the fragmeants o Europe by intar-
marrigge batwasn ruling famillas, aspecinily in the percd between 1860 and 1814 Thasa,
e, have failed, Says historion Charles Downer Hazen: “"Europs lkag alwaye refused to ba
desminpted By @ single netion or @ singbe man. It has run the risk seyarol times @ ite
history of passing under such o yoke, but it always, in the end, sucoreded in escaping it
(Modern Edropean History, p 229},

Wy have all past afforts 19 unite Europe failed? Bacause men have sttampted to do
what God has said never will be donal
“The kingdom shall be divided™ {v 21].

“They shall not sleava [cling, adhara] one 1o ancther™ {v 43},

7.=—THE CLUMAX OF HISTORY—GOD STEPS IN (wv 44, 46}
{See Chard Na, T—Smre Dercenading on Feer of J'mu'.yr'!

For centuries the prayer, “Thy Kingdom Come™, haz baen uttered by the lips of
millions (ses Mar. 610}, Hare iz God's dramatic answarl

When this proyer is answerad, the lang, dark night of tragedy and sorrow will end
forewer, Time witl melt into eternity, Haavan will touch aarth in healing and beauty, Man's
draam of eternal penoe and security will be realisad at last!

Conclusion  Befora we conclude our study of Daniel 2, lst us put ourselves inLe the
prophatic pletura,
Why do you think God has given US an appartunity to hear these
things# 18 it just an accident? Just a freak of chance?

A, no, This quesiion was asked of a young Avstralian couple st the close of a
Bibla Fessan like this, After some moments of thoughtful silence, tha young waman
replied: | suppose it is becouse He wants ush

He daes mdead] And it s wonderful t%ﬁ wanted—aspacially by Gaoddl



