Bibla Lessons for Mew Pictorial Ald Mo 8

GOD'S WINDOW INTO THE FUTURE

Introdpetion & famous English author once said: "A silent heaven is the greatest
mystery of axistence.™
Why tg God silant? |z He indifferent 1o human nacds and sorrows?
Will Ha remain silent farever? Or will Ha ona day brenk the silence, burst In with awesome
majesty upan the human scena, and actually do something 1o bring the lang reign of ewil
1o an end?

The Bitle pnswers: God will braak the silence. He will Intervane. He has wast and
wonderful plang in mind for tha future of this plonet, These plane are reveslad in Danigl,
chaptar 2, This prephacy hos bean called: "God's Window into the Future™, In this lesson
wre weill take & look thraugh this amazing prophatic window,

Divcussion  1—MEBUCHADNEZZAR'S FORGOTTEN DREAM (vwv 1.6)

Nabuchadnezzar Il was the greatest king of the Second Babylenian

Empire. Ha brought the poawvar of anciant Babylon ta the pinnacle of ita

glary, about 600 B.C. Daniel was 2 young Hebrow captive in Babylon, a worshipper of the

trua God, wha had already earned a reputation for great wisdom (gee Danisl 1), Verse 29

ghawvs that before Mebuchadnezzar fell asleep on the night of his dream, he had been

weorrying about the future of his kingdom. This was probably the reason why he was so
anxipus to recall the dream. 1€ might contaln some kind of key to the futura!

2, —THE FAILURE OF BABYLON'S WISE MEN {wv 7-13)

Thiesa men were members of a guild af magicans, soothsayers and astrologers, whao
claimead to be in direct contact with the Babylonian gods, This explains why Hebuchad-
nazzar became 5o angry with tham. When put 10 the test, they conleseed that they did
rot have contact with the gods, after all, 5o their hypocrisy was apanly wmasked (v 1],

Broause of his reputation for wisdom, Denial wos evidently claszed amaong Babylon's
“wrign men’., Therefara, ha, too, was involved in the death decrae.

3 —THE DREAM AMD ITS MEANING REVEALED TO DAMIEL (we 14-30; 31-35)

Mote the simplicity and childiike faith of Danied and hig companions. In thair exramity
they got down on their knees in an old-fashignad proyer mesting. And God hoard thei
pravar, Ha will do the same Tor us today if we approach Hirs with Daniel's simpla falth.

Mata alzs the references to “the latter days”™ (v 28); “hereaftor (v 28} and "what
shall come to pass™ (v 23], Gaod took the troubled mind of Mebechadnezzar, filled with
anxious thowghts about the future of his kingdam, and made it 2 channel through which
to reweal the futurs history of the weorldl

4 —GOD'S WINDOW INTO THE FUTURE {vv 35-43)

A Divine Hand now tums the pages of warld history in advance, The ages yet to be
burst wide open belore Danial's astonighad eyas. Theze aight amaezing verses, contmining
anby 213 words, foratell the major political changas in the workd's Tuture Tos 2,500 years.

{Eee Chart No, 5—The Grear Image of Dariel )
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