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It is tha work of the Holy Spirit to take the facts of the Gospel and tranzlate them
into living deade. He makes the saving life and power of Ghrist directby avaitabla to men.
Christ’s work during His incamation wos the work of provigion, As the Grast Physlclan,
He prascribed the Gospel medicine and prepared it. The Holy Spirit's work is the work
of application. He is like the gentle Murse wha pows the Gozpel medicine ints 0 spoon
and asctually sdministers il

5. 0. Gordon expresses the same truth in this plotresgus way: “The Lard Jesus
drawrs a cheque for my use. The Holy Spirit cashes the cheque and puts the money
into my handal™ (Quist Talks on Power, p G4},

4 —WHAT DIFFEREMCE WILL THE INDWELLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT MAKE IN
OUR LIVES?

Gal & : &2, 23 "Tha frult of the Spiric is love, joy, paoee™, ete,

The difference can best be seen by studying the lives of thase who have axpariencad
Hiz power, For example, Christ's disciples, before receiving the Holy Spirit on the Day of
Fartecost (Acts 2:1-4), were o group of cowsrdly, quarreisoma, defeated, despairing
men, After Pentecost they were unltad, enthusiastie, bald, inwincibla, This dramatc
change in the mood of the dissiples is ke moving out of winter into apring! The carly
chapters of the book of Acts ore elive with buoyant phrases such as "Groat jov"” {Acts
2:8E; 5:41; B:8: 13 :62); Great "boldness™ (413 20, 29, 31); “Great powor™ {4:33);
“Great grace”’ (4:33); and "Grest wonders'” (8 B). The indwelling and possession of
the Spirit of Gad will praduge the same results in our Bvaz todayl

Sayz Ellen G, White: “Tha work of the Spirit upon the sowl will reveal itzalf in every
ast of him who has folt its saving powar, Whan the Spirit of Ged takes possession of the
heart, it transforma the life. Sinful thoughts are put away, evil deeds are renounced;
love, humility and peace take the place of anger, envy and srrife. Jov takes the place of
sadness, and the cowtenance raflects the fight of heevan” (Desire of Ages, pp 172, 173].

5—HOW DO WE RECEIVE THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT?

This is by far the most critical point in cur parsenal knowledge of the Gospall It is at
tha paint of thair applsation to eman life that all our theaorles of Christianity must uiti-
mately be tested,

Whitst the Mew Testament containg no nest. cut-and-dried farmula, it does reveal
a pattarm, It shows that the methad of racsiving the Holy Spirit follows mech the same
caurge as what woe call “fallng in love™,. As o matter of fact, someone haz aptly described
tha Christian fife a5 “a beng falling In bowe with God"™,

Howe o wa “fall in lowa™ a1 tha human fevel?

Love begins with mutual attraction—a subtle magnetizm; 8 deep, persistent "ache™ for
the sagiaty of ona other person.

The second step is a drawing near. Neamass is the soul of lova,

Mearness feads to mutual gelf-surrénder. Mothing has bean scrupulously weighed out or
maeasured, bub the bariers of reserve have been taken down, heart hos boen
givan to heart, and each knows that ha ar she belongs to the other pargan.

Qut of this self-surrender trust emerges. Trust becomas the medium threugh which lifa
and thought, |desls and anthusissms, hopes and dreams snd confidences can
be communicated to each other.

Fimally, trust develops Into a programma of contime| adjustment. The ultimate pracl of
love is & willingness to "put self aside™ on a life-long basks, and “"make room™,
habitwally, for the wishes, tastes snd praferences of tha loved one.
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