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THE SAVING WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Introduction ©ne Sunday aftesncon at o seaside resort, a Christion evangelist wns
Ut on the Beach, using 8 “Bible Beg-hive™ device to pxplain the
Gospel 1o 0 groug of boys and pirts, Each cardboord “Bes™ that ho
pulted out of the model hive bore a short, printed exhortation from the Bible: “Ba
potient”; “Be kind"; “Bo hanest’; “Be tiuthful”; "Be sober”: “Ba vigilant'; “Ba pure’.
He must have had at least & dozen of thasa “Bible Baas™,

Ag he drew them out one by one, be contrasted the wages of sin with the sure
Finkordy of o lifa of virtue. Afvar same minutes of respectful sttention, n hand shot U,
and an uneéxpacted chollenge came from one young Hatener: “Plonse, =ir, you've told us
to be patient, pure and good, but you haven't told us HOW to bel”

All unwittingly, that youngster hed put her finger aquarely epon the most baffling
and wrgent of all religicus questions: How can we bridge the guif between knowing the
Gospel and living the Gospal?

How can the beautiful ldeals of Christinnity ba translated into caorragponding actiona?
Haw does the saving powar of Christ actually anter the soul of man?

The answoar is; "Through the mighty agency of the Hely Spirt.”

Thank God, He does not leave us staring in befled hopelessnass at what He osks us
to do. Mot only does He give us the facts of the Gospel, He gives ue the power te live in
harmony with these factsl He does this by the gift of His Spirit, it Is the presonce and
paweer of the Holy Spirit that makes Christlanity a dynamic, supematural, saving raligion,
Lot us open the Eiblo and leam what it teaches about the Haly Spirit,

The Spirit of God is menticnad 350 times in the Bible (B8 tmes in
the Oid Testament and 262 times in the Maw Testament). From these
wa selest the following faces:

Hiz Daity. The Bible everywhare ascribes the attributes of God ta the Haoly Spirit. He Is
all-poowrarful (Luke 1:36}. Ho is eternal {Heb. 5:14). Ha iz averywhera prasant
{Pa. 139 : 7-12). He knows all things (1 Cor. 2:10, 11). Such staternants could
b tree anly of One who was God in the fullest sense,

His Pergonality. Intaligence, emotions, and will are tha thres essential clemeniz of a
true personality, end the Bible ascribes all of these gualities to the Haly Sgpirit,
He “knows™ (1 Cor. 2: 10,11} He “loves™ [(Rom, 15 ). He can ba “grieved”
{Eph. 4:30), He "bears witness” (Rom. 8:16). He “communes” with men
(I Cor, 13014} In John 14, 16 and 16, Jesus applied tha parsanal pranouns
“He"" and “Him™ to the Holy Spirit 24 times. Such statements could never apply
i 8 wague, impersanal influance; they could ba true coly of & Person.

His Work. He convicts of sin (John 16:8), He sheds abroad the love of Ged in our
heartz (Rom. B:6). He brings sbout the new birth {John d:3-8), He guides
inta all fruth (John 16 13). He gives power for Hie and service (Acts 1 :8).

All the clese, personal, intimate wark of God upon our hearts is performed by the
Haly Sgirit. He is the direct touch of the warm and gentle hand of God, Every stab of
conviction: every impulse tawards truth and righteousness; ovary neble resolve: pvary
swmbling kalf-step that we take towarde God is prompted and empewered by Him, We
caould nat even begin to be Christians without some work of the Spirt of God within us,
and from the first stirring of spiritual life until we draw our last breath, wea arg wholly
depandent wpon Him,

To daprive our souls of tha Haoly Spirt would be as disastrous &8s to deprive the
earth of its atmosphare)
(33}



