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beyond the grave, Caivary quarantess us a past without guilt, but it leaves us 1o face a
future svithout hopa!

| Cor, A5 18 "I Christ be not ralzed ya are yat in your sins.”

| Cor. 15 1B: "They that have fallen asleep in Christ are perighed.”

I Jesus had not rigen, both His claim ta persanal sinlessness and to Spvlourhood
would have been left forgver in doubt. His miszsion to earth would have baen a tatal
failure. He would heve remalned History's most baffiing enigma. Mankind would hava
lived foraver under tha shadow of this mogking question mark: "Was Jesus really the
Son of God after ali?™

B —THE ASCENSHIN = John 20:17

But Christ must not only riga fram the dead. He must asoend to heawven, He who
gamig from God must retum 1o God.

Why was tha Ascenslon of Jesus Necessary?

To recaive the seal of divine approval upen His earthily mession.

To testify before the universe thar His former place at the Father's side was His by right
To bestow the gift of the Haly Spirit upon His waiting Church,

Te guarantos our ascension 12 the presence of God at the last day.

To make possiole tha next phase of His saving work—His priesthood,

6 —THE PRIESTHOOD — Heb. B:1, 2

The ascenslon of Jesus was preparatosy to the sisth important step in His werk of
galvation. As aur great High Priest, He must perform s further indlapensable wark far us
in hanven,

Why was the High Priestibood of Jesus Necessary?

Many paople azk: “Was not Christ’s death ali-sufficient? Did He not ery: it is
fnighad!” an the cross? How then can His work in heaven add anything to the benafits of
His finished work on earth

Thase guastions introduce us to the innermost keart of present and personal salva-
tion, By His life, death and resurrection, Jesus mada full and complete provigion for the
galvation of all mankind. He established an inexhaustible fund of saving merit. There was
nothing lacking in this provision. Hlg sacrifice wos a finished ond adequate sacrifics,
Howeawar, in ordes La gualify for its benefits, we must in.ﬁi..rilju.alhr atcept this sawving
pravision, and is benedits must be applied directly to our individual Trves.

By His present work in heavan, Jesus is now making application of the banafits of
His redaeming work to the lives of these whe come to God by Him, He does this in two
Wy
{n)} By His parsonal intercesalon, whereby He shares with us the banefits of His sinless
lite and atoning death, before the throne of God (Rom. 8 31, 34),
{b) By His gift of the Holy Spirit, wheraby He shares with ve the powee of His risen life,
in aur daily stewggbe with temptation (Acts 233 Ao, 5:10; B: 13).

1.—THE SECOND ADVENT — Hab. D:28

In grder 1o bulld the final span in the great Bridge of Sebeation, Christ must come
again, to bring the Iong, dork night of evil 1o an end. and to complota the rademption of
His people,

Why is the Second Coming of Jesus Nacesapry?
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