MNo. 5 Bible Lessons for MNew Pictorial Akd

(e} Why didn't God kill Luciter at the very beginning of his sin?

Anewer |f God hed dong this, He would have nipped Lugifer’s sin in the bad, bt
Ha would have been misunderstoad Dy the other angels, No satisfying explanation of
gin and it8 consequences could hawe been given to them at that early stage, Thay
laved and trusted Lucifes, and his sedden and unexpliined disappearmnce weould
hawe given rise to unessiness, sugpicion @nd alerm, Qthar angels would have ssked:
“WWise will be the next to disappear without explanation?” Gad would have Killad coa
refeel, bue He would have aggrevated the spirit of distrust and disoontent. 5o He chose
the wisar course—ae giva sin time bo grow, like a geed, and produce = own balaful
harvest, Thus Lucifer would publicly expose his true charocter and gondemin himsalf,

{4} When Satan is finally destroyed, can we be sure that sin will nevar riso up again?

Answer; ¥Yes, wa oan be absolutely sura. At the Bnal Judgmant day, whan Sstan is
about 10 be cast inte the lake of fire, the universs will be in a totally different position
from what it was at tha beginning. Then, sin waz a masked intruder—a dark, inscrut-
abla mystery—and sven Gad could net fully explain itg neture o conseguences. But
at the judgment dey, the universe will have seen sin develop, mature, produce its
fenriul harvest, and thus unmask itsall,

Evary guestion concoming the love and justica of God will have been finally
angwerad, Every falge accusation of Saten’s will hove been successfully mot. Every
shadow of suspicion will have besn allayed, Every doubt will heve bean dispelfled. Sin
will have given birth 1o its own antldote—Czlvary's Cross—and Calvary will hava
proved the monstwrous cruefty of Sotan, on the one hand, and the boundless ke of
God on the other,

Becawse of this public demonstration of the trus nature of gin, In sterk contrast
with the tros nature of God, the wiverse will ba forever seoure.

3—THE MASTERY OF SATAN

One question remaing o be answered—an wrgant, personal question: ““What
about US? Has God left us to fight the battle with Satan single-handed?™

Wea have been born without eption o a world where Satan lz master, What
chance have we got ageinet such o orofty, super-human foe? Are we just helpless
pawnsz on tha Devil's chessboard?

Mo, thank Godl He has provided us with a supematural armowr which makes ua
impregnabla mepainst the sssaults of Satan.
Eph. 6:10-17; "The whole ammour of God."
Luke 10 : 18 “Over all the powar of the engmy.”
1 John 4:4: “Greater is He thag is in you™

Conclusipn  In view of what wa hava learned in this lesson, our despest concern
clusio ghould be; “Hawa wa got the ammour on? The whala armour? Have wa
availed oursalves to the full of God's provision?™
Mo Chrigtian author hos sritten more wizsaly or positively on this subjegt aof
persanal victory over Saten thon Ellen G, White, in her well-known baok, “The Dealre
of Ages”, Her words are worth memorising:

“There ara Cheistiane who think and speak aliegathes too much about the power
af Satan. Thay think of their advarsary, they pray ebouwt him, they tolk sbout him, and
he loams up greater gnd greaber in their imagination. It iz wruee thet Satan I8 8 powaerful
baing: but thank God, we have a mighty saviour, who cast out the evil one from
heaven. Satan |e plensed when we magnify his powear, Why not talk of Jesus? Why
not magnify Hiz power and His love? (p 433}

Fev. 12 :711: “and they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of
thair testimome.’
(28)



