Bible Lessons for Mew Pictorial Aid Mo, &

IS GOD TO BLAME FOR PAIN AND EVIL ?

Introduction  Whan wa considered the marvelz of ereation which point 1o an all-
wige and all_-|:u:-war1ul Creatar (Lesson 1), we callad thess evidences
i . “Thie Footprints of God”, In this lasgson we are going to study the othes
side af the picture, for the world sbounds with “footprints™ of o vastly diferent kindl
Consider these exemples: Fear; pain; poverty; waste; filth; ughness; crushy; sccidents:
hatrest; wnar; disoase; death.
Ara these the footprints of God? W not, whose footprints are they? And why arg
they present in a world that is supposed 1o be governed by o wise ond loving God?

Does the Bible shed any light on these questions? It certainly does, It explains
howr evil began, why God has permitted evil, and how it will end. The Bible's answer
iz concentratad In vwo verses found in the 13th chapter of Matthaw.

Wesse Z3: "An enemy hath done this,”

Worsa 39; "The enamy is the dewill”

The Bible traces all the avil in the world to & malgnant, super-human personality
callad the Devil, or Satan, who was originally created as a perfect angel, but fall from
hig high position, and now lives in a stato of hardened rebellion against God.

Discuszion 1.—THE HISTORY OF SATAN

Hera is & brief summary of the Bible's history of Satan:
Lucifer created perfoct (Ezek, 28 :112-16).
Lucifer's heart Hifted up {Ezek. 28:17).
Covetaed the throna of God (Isa. 14:12-14).
Liad about God. Deceived angels (John 8:34),
‘War in Hemwen. Lucifar cest out [Rew. 12 ; 7.8},
Invaded this world. Usurped man’s kingdom {Gen. 3:1-6; | John 5 :18]).
Final victory ovar avil promised [Gen. 3:16).
Setan's doam sealed at Calvary {John 12:31),
Great wrath in last days, Knows he has only a short tima (Rew. 12:12),
Arrested and chamad for 1,000 years (Rew, 20:1-3).
Destroyved in tha lake of fire {Rew. 20:10).

2=<THE MYSTERY OF SATAN

The mystery of Satan can ba summed up in fow puzzling guestions:
(o) How could a perfect, sinless angel becoma a devil?

Anmweer: Lucifer made himself info a devil by the wrong usea of his freewill. Thera
wits na guternal tempter. He becamea his cwn tempter. Honoured and Joved by God and
his companions, with every incenthve 1o de right and with no awcusa for sinning,
Lucifier chosa to withdraw his aflections from God and focus thom upoen himaelf, Lictle
by little, by welcoming these selfish thoughts and repeoting thesa ssaifish actians, he
at length bacama infatusted with himself, Hiz whole exiztence became self-centered
ingtead of God-centered. He came to bve in one nerrow dimansion—"1", Thus, by a
l;:gnmqi:usim of salfish choices, Lucifor, the Archangal, debaged himself into Satan,

avil.
tb) Why didn't God make Lusifer without freowill, so that he could net sin?

Answer: God could have mada Lueiler without freswill<like o piece of clockwosk,
a puppat, of & Machine I this casa, Lucifer would heve been Incopable of choosing
avil, but he would also hava bean incapable of choosing good. Valuntary warship and
obadience, and the development of character, would hove been imposzsible. God did
not want mechanical angals, any mora than we weould want mechanical children, God
wantad beings who could give Him spontanesus, chosen love and affection, This could
e pozsible only among creatures endawed with fromeill,

(27)



