Bible Lessons for Mew Pictorlal Ald Mo, 3

PUTTING THE BIBLE TO THE TEST

Intraduction W Tim. 3: 76 “All scripture ks glven by inspiration of God,"”
This claim ta Divina Authorship [z made throughout the Bible
Expressiong such as “Thus saith the Lord” pnd “Haear this word thet
the Lord hath spoken™ ara found awver 2,000 times in the pages of Seriptura. But the Bible
does not ask us to befieve these cloims without supporting evidenze,
I Thess. 520, 21: “Prova all things, hold fast that which is good,”
What kind of evidence would we expect 10 find In & book which claima Ged as its
Authaord
Robart Ingeracll, the farnoss American sceptic, once proposed this tast: "I the Bible
i the wark of God, it should contain tha seblimast fruths; it showld excal the warks of
man; it should contein the loftiest definitions of justice, the best sonceptions of hieman
libarty, the clearast cutlines of duty, the tenderast and noblest thoughts, Upon every
page should ba faund the lumincus evidence of its divine origin, it should contain grandar
and more wondarful things than man hes written."

IeruEsi Is thiz a fair test? Definitely. Dur purgose in this lesson will be to sea
Discussion if the Bible meets this test, We will considar thres svidences for its
Divine authorship:

1—THE PEAMAMNENMCE OF THE BIELE

Conaidar first the Bikle's claim to indestructibba pesmananca,

teaiah said: “Tha Werd of our God shall stend forever” {laa. &0 B).

Jasus said; "The Scripture sannot be broken™ (John 10; 35),

He slao seid: “Heaven and sarth sholl pass away, but My worde shall not pass away”
{Matt. 24 35).

What does Histery answaer? Histery tostifies that the Bibla has servivad all sfforts
to destroy it. Consider these @xam ples:

Dioclatian, Roman Emperor of the $th century, outlawed Christianiy, confiscared all
knoown copies of the Scriptures, and burmad them. After years of ruthless persecution, he
bossted that the very name of Christianity had baen extinguished. ¥at tha Bibla livad.

In the days before the Reformatian of the 16tk aentury, tha Apostate Church suep-
prassed the Bible and publichy burned it, Yet the Bible arose wnharmed from the ashas,
like the fablad Fhanix in days of old.

Thomas Paine, the notoripus English Freathinker of the 18th cantury, fowght the Bibla
with sarcasm and ridicula, In hizs best-kpown book, “The Age of Aeason”™, Paine boasted:
“| hava now gone thraugh the Bible, a5 a man would go through 8 woad with an axe on
his shoulder, and fall reas. Here they lie, and the priests, if they can, may replant them.
They may, perhaps. stick them in the ground, bot they will nevar make them grow”
{p 127). Faina wasg mistaken.

in spite of thass and scores of other attampis 10 destray i, tha Bible has survived,
Curing the past century it hes broken gl records in book predustion and distributhon. b
is nowe translated, in whaole or in part, Into over 1,300 languages. It is printed and disiri-
bwted at the rate of 100 millien copies every year. Yot this is the Book which was sup-
posed 1o ba dead long ago. Said 8 sheewd modern observer “They say the Bible iz desd.
Yat it is astonishing how many paopla are still recaiving halp fram the carpse, and psking
for moral™

2~THE PROPHECIES OF THE BIBLE

Consider next the Bible's chaim to ke ablz to foretell the future,
Isaigh said: "Declaring tha end fram the beginning”™ {(sa 46 @5, 10).
(23}



