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{7} Dramatic Corroboration of Mew Testament History

An unfriendly critic of the book of Acts ence described it as "a tissue of blunders
of the worst king”. Tha man who probably did mest to reverse auch ill-sonsidared
opinians was the English schalar, Sir Willlam Mitchell Ramsay. Beginning his investigs-
tions as 8 convinced and powerfully Tortifed sceptic, Ramsay docided to go parsonally
to Agia Minor and attempt to follow in the footsteps of Paul, expecting 1o find thot tha
MNaw Testament historion was mistaken st pomnt alter point. To his astonizhrient, he
found that Luke wes mvariably rght! The more closely Remsay pursued his investigations,
the more the evidence accumulated 1o vindicats the Mew Testament record, 5o over-
whalming wes thiz evidence that Remeay was compelled to abandon hbis zceptigism and,
after almost half & century of petlent, first-hand mvestigation, published these persanal
convistions:

"The norrative [concarning Paul's visit ta Athens (Acis 17)] never makes a falas
step amid all the many details.’” (5t Paul the Traveller and Roman Citizen, p 238}

“Luke is a historisn of the first rank.” {The Bearing of Aecent Discovery on the
Trustworthiness of tha New Testamant, p 222}

“In short, this writar [Luka] should ba glaced among tha very greatest of historians,™
{ldam, p 222}

"Tha present writer [Ramsay] takes the view thot Luke's history i3 unsurpessed in
raspect of its trustworthiness.” (ldem, p 81)

Many more schelars since Bamsay have bean obligad by the weight of evidence 1o
write in similar wein, What a long. long way the stroam of Bible knowledge has flowed
in the past one huedred years!

Conclugion  Twa practical lessons emerge from our study of Biblical Archaeology:

(11 The Amazing Precision with which God Times His Moves

The era of ao-called “ssientific ariticism”™ of the Bible bagan abaut
AL 170, The era of Modarn Archasology began about 4.0, 1800, Mo sconer had the
Yepidernic” of eriticisrm appesrad, than God produced His antidoral Ta mest the saphisti-
coted scepticizm of this scientific age, He has reserved an armoury of tangikie, indis-
putable, contemparary avidence whose foror and relevance incresse with sach possing
yEar,

(2) The Wisdom of Walting unifl all the Evidence is in

God's most effective answer to the radical critics of tha Bible has baen the passing
of time. Tha critice apoke too seon. Thay did not have too much scientific Information:
thiey had od Fiktbal

If anly they had wailed far a few more years, they would have spared themsalves

and others much heart-burning and embasrazsment. A good Iesson for us all when we
encountar problems aither m God's Providence or in His Woedl
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