Mo 2 Bibke Lessons for New Pictorial Aid

stholarship: once appesred 1o win its greatest triumphs, it has now sufferad 18 most
8ariaus revarsel

{4} The Ras Shamra Teblets

Excavations at this ancient site in northern Syris. oppesite Cyprus, sammenced in
1928, and have vielded a lorge number of ingeribed elay 1ablats, dating from the 14th and
15th centwries B.C. These daguments include dictionaries, price lizts, and especially
religious texts. The latter shed remarkable light upon the scandalous religious ideas and
practices which prevailed in Canaan near the time of the Exodus,

When the discoveries of the RBas Shamra texts were firgt asnounoed, there weare
thoze who eagerly cloimed that hare wos the original of the Hebrew religion, but their
claim is opon to serious objaction. Rather do we have here on ssthantic picture of the
unspapkably sordid religion of the Cenmaanites, drown by themselves, of which the
warship of Jehavah was the ireconcilable snamy.

These toblets highlight the enarmous gulf botween the disgusting depravity of the
Canaanitish refigion and the Iofty monctheism of the Habrews, thas effectively countering
the claim that the refigion of lsrael was barreswed from neighbouring cultures.

[5) The Hittites Rescusd from Oblivien

The Bible mentions “the Hittites™ over forty times and ranks thair pawer with that
of Egypt. But up fo about 1860, the Bible record staad as tho solitary witness ta Hittite
preatnass. They are never mentionsd in classical hisigrical sources. They disappeared
8 completely from history that 100 vears ago some eritics of the Bible declared baldhy
that the Hittites never exizted. Then, by means of Egyptian and Babylonian inscriptiona,
and more recently by painstaking research ameng the ruined Hittite cities of Asia Minor,
this long-forgotien empira hes baen dramatically resoued from ohlivien,

Fully a score of Hittite cities have becn axcavated since 1892, when Dr. A, H. Soyce
publishad his revelutionary book: “The Hittitea—The Sweey of 0 Forgotien Empire™.
Dr. 0. R, Gurney's-more recent book: "The Hittites™, first pubkshed in 1962, provides @
arophie and dotailed sesount of the virtual resurrsatian of this encient nation. %o great
hae bean the volumea of Hittite inscriptions unaarthad, thet there are nowe 200000 mbletg
im the Barlin Museem alonel

From this exeiting epic of discovery, the Hittites have emerged as ono of the moat
powrarful empires of antbguity, ruling over karge parts of Asia Minor and Syria, and rivalling
the might of Assyria and Egypt, just ns the Bibla sayel

{6 Striking fllumsnathons and Confirmations of tha Book of Denial

Many of the bricks takan from the ruins of ancient Babylon are stampad with the
initials of Mebuchadnezzar, echoing the proud boast of thiz powerlul warricr-buildars
king: |z not this great Babyion, thar | have built?™ {Dan, 4;30)

Aggyrian inseriptions from the arn immedistely preceding the book of Daniel, prove
that “The Fiary Furnaze'” and “Tha Lignz’ Den™ weare commen farms of punishment meted
Ut to rabels in those days. (Dan, 3 and 6)

Tha finding of the famous “Cylindar of Mabonidus™ at Ur ar the Chaldess, in 1854,
and subsequent dizcoveries of a similar nature, have established the identity of
Belshazzar, san of Nobonidus, as crown-princa ol Babylon at the time of its downtall,
Finally, in 1924, the co-regency of MNabonidus and Balshazrar, so long questioned by
scholars, was confirmed by the publication of the "Persian Verse Acoount” which clearly
siates thet Mabonidus "entrusted the kingship'™ to his eldest son. (Dan. 5}

Cunaiform tablets, found among the reine of Babylon, dated between G55 and
570 B.C.,; contain ration liste of foods distributed to Jowish captives. One tablet even
mentions “Jehoiachin, King of Judak”, thus confirming Daniel’s testimany that the Jows
ware indeed captives in Babyhon!
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