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The sacond kay was the great Behistun Rock, located in Kurdigtan, Naortharn Parsls,
beside the ancient road from Ecbatens to Babylon, Henry Rawlinson, a yaung Englizh
army officar serving in Indie, was the discoverer of this key. For centuries wavellers had
kitwn al the peculiar insoription, cerved 300 Tt. up an the sheer faga af this massive
cliff, which juts upward 1,700 fe. out of the surrounding plain. In 1835, Rawlinson, at graat
personal risk, climbed the pracipitous cliff-face and began ta copy the inscription. Four
years of the most arduous and dengerous waork ware required to copy the writing, and
another aighteen years to decipher it [t proved ta be a memorial proclamation made by
Darius the Great, of Persia, and inscribed in 616 B.C, Three languages wera amplovad—
OId Perzian, Elamite and Babylonian. This key uniocked tha hithorto miystarious Cunai-
form (wadpe-shaped) writing of anclent Babylon and Assyria.

The kevs discoverad, 8 host of Evropean and American scholars bagan to delva
angarly into the long-forgotien litesary treasures of the angicnt worldl

6, —DISCOVERIES THAT HAVE AMAZED THE WORLD

It would be impassible to report adeguately on @ century of archasslogical triumphs
within tha limits of ene brief Bibla lessan, so'we will eoncentrate on just 8 few of the
specific discoveries which hove broken the foree of the seven criticisms mentionad in
Settion Z,

(1) The Tal-al-Amarma Tablats

Owver 3 clay tablets, inscribed in Babylonian cunéiferm saript, were found aeai
dentally by an Egyption peasant woman et Tel-el-Amarng, 20 midles south of Cairg, in
1887, They proved to be urgent latars from panic-stricken Canaanitish vassal kings,
imploring halp frem Pharaoh Amanhotep 1l and his dreaming successar, Akhnaton, &t a
time whan Palestine and Syrin weee seathing with intrigue within, and under sttack frem
without (oppros. 1400 B.C.). This body of correspandence shods significant lght upan
the jittery poditical condition of Palestine about the time of Joshua's invnzion, and
establishes conclusively that writing was familiarly known end widely used in the days
of Mosas.

{2} The Laws of Hammurabi

This famous law-code, engraved in Babylonian wedge-script en a round-topped
piltar of smooth black stone, was found at Susa, about 200 miles cast of Babylon, by tha
French archeesicgist, de Morgan, in 1904, Hammurabi, king of the ofd Babylonian Empire,
lived about 1760 B.C,, and was a near-contemporary of Abraham, His code tontaing
nearly 300 paragraphs of legal provisions, Whilst there are soma similarities between this
coda and the laws of Moses, found in Exodus-Deuteronomy, thera are alss unbeidgeablo
dissimilarities. The high ethical and spiritual tona of the Hebrow coda obvigusly mirrorg
a far purer and nobler originel. However, this discovery proves that remarkably advanced
lave-codas ware In existence centuries before Mosas.

13} The Muziand Mari Tablets

Excavated batween 1325 and 1341, the ancient site of Nuzi, south of Mineweh, has
vizlded several thovsand clay docements from the 16th cantery B.C, dascribing customas
weheeh parallal those described In the Patriarchal narratives of Genesis, :

Later edcavations at the ruinad city of Mari, on the middla Euphrates, ‘sinca 1833,
hove inearthed more than 20000 tablets from the 18th century B.C., which ales shad
valuabla light upon the Patriarehal poriod and which, lika the Muzi docements, illuminnta
the social and religious backgrounds of a gignificant pariod in Biblical history,

These discoveries have lilted many of the Patriarchal narratives cut of the realm of
myth or lagend and have helped 1o verify the substantial accurscy of the Genasis rocord
concerning the times of Abrakam, lsaac uﬁl Jacob. In the wery field whera crithcal
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