No. 2 Bible Lessons for New Piotorial Ajd

2, —WHAT THE NINETEENTH-CENTURY CRITICE SAID

&mong the cloims of the redical Bible critics wwera the following:

{1} That the first five books of the Bibla must have been written centuries lates than
Moses, because writing was not known in his day (approe. 1400 B.C.),

(2) That tha Ten Coemmandments could not have baen written in Mases' day. Such
advanced and humane Bws must have Been the product of a miech loter aro.

{3} That earky Bible characters such sz Abraherm and Jozeph were only lagendary ar
mythical heroges, who never had any real historical cxistenca,

(4} That the Hebrew raligion was man-mada, not God-gheen, and was lsrgely borrawed
from some of the surrcunding natons,

{6} That the Bible blendored badly when it ranked the Hittite nation with the power of
angiant Emypt, The Hittlves, claimed tha critlcs, wera at tha most only & second-rate
QO Er.

(%) That the book of Danial does not give 8 true picture of the customs or history of
ancient Babylon; hance it must be a Betion of much later composition,

(7} That the Naw Testament does not give an accurpte plcture of the Greco-Aoman
weorld af the firet cantury, Therelara it 100, must bave been produced much later
then it claims.

One by ane, during the pasi one hendred years, tha teeth of these criticisms hawve
bean effactively drawn. These scaptical conjecturas have now been proved so absurd
that we cannot menton them without & smibe!

3=—THE BIRTH OF GOD'E LATEST CHAMPION=—ARCHAEOLOGY

Archeedogy—the sciantific study of tha material remaing of the ancient pasi—is
one of the youngast of the sciences, being only abaur 170 vears old, It was bam on the
banks of the Mile in 1738, when Napolzan inchiied a large group of French arisis and
scholars In hiz gepeditionary force to Egypt. In that vear the restless, cuariows, modern
wiorld came face 1o face with the faded but still majestic workd of the angient past,
MNapaleon's companions stood awed and wondesing in tha presence of mummise and
manumanis which rose to greet them from the dust of antiquity. Their fingars itched 1o
unravel the story of the myane pest.

Many yrars ware ta pass befora the scattered remnants of thet story could be
petiently pleced together snd resd, but the antiquarien lever was sbroad. English,
Garman and American schalars were soon 1o come undor its spell, ond Madarn Archae-
alagy weas an the wayl

4—THE FINDING OF THE LOMNG-LOST KEYS

The major cbitacle to success was the longuage problam. Anciant Egyptlan, Gaby-
lonlan and Fersian had not bean zpoken or written for over 2,000 vears, So, before modemn
scholars could decipher the records of the ancient warld, they had to find the "ha:,.'a" 16
these long-dead languages, The story of how the keys wees found has all the excitermong
of & modern detactive thriller!

Tha first key was the femous Rosetta Stons, which iz now preserved In the Britizh
Museum. This slab of black basalk, with its neat fows of writing, was discoverad at
Rosetta, near the western mouth of the Mile, by 8 French military enginesr nomed
Broussard, in 1798 I contains one decree, promulgated in 196 B.C., and writtén in three
lnnguages——Egyptian picture-writing (hicreghrphics); common Egyption {demotic): and
Greak: Tha Greek inscription provided the clue 1o the other two panels. Aided by this
ke, scholars weare enabled to unlock the priceless historical and literary treaseres of the
ancignt Pharachs,
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