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ARCHAEOLOGY ILLUMINATES THE BIBLE

FHFFMHC'I IE-I'.'-'J‘I A hundred yesrs ago thare were learned critics who claimed that the
Bibin was full of historical blunders, Today the situation has changad—
almast dramatically. The discoveries of archasalogy n Bible lands

have created a new conlidence in the historical accurncy of Holy Scrpturee This new

confidance is echoad in the words of Sir Frederic Kenyon, gpoken during hiz Prasidential

address 1o tha Vicloria Insttute, in 1950;

“In tha letier years of the nineteenth century, the champions ef Chrstkanity wers
malnly an the datensiva, Within the 2phara of raligious aludy, a choal of thought aasartad
itgell wihich questionad the authenticity and trustwarthiness of the fundamental dacu-
ments of Christianity. and applied the uvtmost freadom of acepticism to their narratives
Against thiz attitude tha state of our knowladge of Biblical archaealogy did not supply
argurtents which could effestively éanvinse thase who did not wish to be convinced.
The advocates of the Christinn fnith fought nt a disadvantage, and on the defensive.

“Maow gl this has changead, and the point which | wish to make is thal we are no
langer on the defensive. 1t is no longer tha Christinn scholor that is out of dote. The
up-to-date gcholars ara now those who recognizse the suthentisity and authority of the
Christian literature; it is the critics, who formarly claimed to be ‘ndvanced’, who ore now
belatad and bahind the times. Tha lasy half-cantury has been a pediod of wanderful, akmost
senaational, advance in our knowledge of the conditions under which our refigion took
itg laem, and In which the books which contain e credentiale were produced: and
discovery after discovery has tended to establish the essential soundness of the tradi-
tione which, from the point of view of acholarship, are the title-deads of our faith,”

In this lesson we will raview some of the major archaenlogical ﬁiann\r\qi‘in: which
heve helped 1o create this new mood of confidenca i the Bible,
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Thsenssion 1.—A QUICK LOOK AT AMNCIENT BIBLE LANDS

The “Middla East"” was tha birth-place of the Bibke, and the cradla

of the human raca, The grest netlons of entiquity—Egypi, Assyria,

Phoenicia, Babylom and Persiz=—=wera glusiered there. The Bibde narratives are knitted
at 8 thousand polniz 1o the hetary of thesa nations,

With the passing of genturies, the Middle East hos become a wast tomb. & dozen
civilizations are burled there, The hend of time has slowly, silantly drawn scross thedr
giant forms an eves-deapening blanket of sand. Forgotten by the waorld, and undisturbed
by the storms of time, they have slumberad for thousends of vears, The Middbe East
has thus beaome a gigantic museoum, orammed with the relics of departed greatness, At
the sama tima, this region is an anormous library. Beneath its restless sands, and on the
stony laces of its storm-whigged monuments sra presareed chronicles of the mighty
empires of tha past.

This library, the oldast and biggest In the warld, with its ciay tableie and cylinders,
its rolls of papyrus, its scraps of broken pottery, and its slabs of stone, s also a huge
treasury, preparad by the hands of men leng dead, fillad with evidence of the historical
accuracy of the Sacored Scriptures and reserved by God against the prasant hour of need

The wosld containg no mara fascinating drama than the story of how, In the lest one
hundred years, this graat library of the Middle East has baen opaned by the mdguisitive
spade of the excavator and the patient skill of the decipherer. Maor does the world contain
a miore farmidalde challengsa 1o the scores of modam doeubters who heve sought. by volca
and peon, to discredit the trustworthiness of the Bible
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