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Bible “holinezs”, tharefore, has nothing to do with haloes, or stained-glase-windew
“maints”, or sanctimoniods words and attitudes. It is positive, sctivae, and wirila, not
ngativa, passive, and suping, It moans “total commitment to goodness, and totsd
paparation from ewil™,

Rom. 12 : 8: “Abhor that which s evil, cleave to thet which is gooad.”
H Tim. 2:1% "Let every ona that nameth the name of Christ depart from Indguite.”

Furthermaorg, God's charmcter does not changa, The constant ebb and flow of human
opinions and values does not alier His character by a hair's breadth.

Mal. 3 : & "'l om the Lord, | change not.”™
It la out of this fundamantal fact of God's mchanging holiness that His mmm,
i toara

His claims, and His commands arise. His standards ara the faithful and una
reftaction of His character]

3—THE SCOPE OF CHRISTIAN STANDARDS
"Gnd': claims ore so broad and far-reaching that they take in avery department of
aur lives.
Luka 10 : 27: “"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy strangth, and with sl thy mind.”
I Cor. 10 31: "Whethar therelore ye aat, or drink, or whatsosver ye do, do all 1o the
glory of God."
Col. 3:17: “Whatsoever ya do in word or desd, do all in the nome of tha Lord Jesus,”
PhiL 4 ; 8; "Whaisosver things are trus, honest, |ust, pure, lovaly—think on thasa things.”
Though God's standards covor evary araa of human conduct, Ha does mot regimant
our lives down 1o the kast micrescoplc detail. Instead of long, complicatsd lists of rules
wnd requiations, He ghves us great, unchanging principles, illustratad in the Blbls by scores
of practical axamples. Ha then |eaves us free 1o apply these principles in our individual
circwmstances, under the guidance of His Spint.

{See oudline, entitled "A Summary of Chrivilan Stendords”, af the end of iz lesron)

4. —THE REWARDS OF CHRISTIAN STANDARDS

Think firat of the present rewards:
Prow, 3 : 2 “Length of days, and long life and peace shall they add to thes"
Prov. 8 ; 22- “They ara life unto those that find them, and haalth to oll their flash.”
The Impression is somatimes given that in this present warld, the Christian lifa is

all hardship and sacrifice, but no gain. Mothing could ba further from the truth. Even if
there were no hereatter, God’s standards would still be the best guarantees of £

m, peace, health, prosperity, security and happiness—iha blessings that we all sovet

God's gommandments proved to be a sound nsurance paolisy for Caniel and his
companiona [Dan. 1: 15, 19, 20, 31), So will they be to us.

Now considar the atermal rewards:
@al. 6 8 “He that soweth to the Spirft shall of the Spirit resp life everlasting.”

f—THE LIVING OF CHRISTIAN STANDARDS

At this point, many will say: “| respact and applaud these standards, but | cannot
live them. IUs like asking & helpless paralytic 1o climb to the top of Mount Everast, or
jump te the moonl It just can't be done!™

Il Car. 2 :18: “Wha is sufficient for these thinge?"

If we try to Fve these standards in our own strength, we are doomad to dismal
failure, bt in the strength of the Spirit of God, all things are posaible.
Ezek. 36 : 27: 1 will put My Spirit within you, and causa you to walk in My Etatutes.”
Phill. 413 "1 can do all things through ﬁl&lﬁ‘rhiuh strangtheneth me”



