Bibla Lessons for Mew Plctorial Add Mo, 42

GETTING READY FOR HEAVEN

Tntroduction  WPet. 3:71134& "What manner of porsons ought ye to ba?™

Il wa wera expecting to migrate permanently to anothes ,l:nunt.ri.r.

what changes would this praspect make in the pattern of our dally
lives T Waoukd wae not begin to prepara seriousby tor life In that new land, 8o that whan
wie arrived, we would not ko complate sirangers?

D [ves would be dominated and revelutionised by thiz new and exciting prospect.
The language, laws, custems, dross, climete, diet, currency, sicknesses, standard of

living, politics, religion and educatien of the gitizens of our future hemeland would Imme-
ﬂ{amr become our major precccupation,

I wee were in dongar of can,rrilrm somg sickness, or mmning? ane when we got
thare, would wea nat take therough precautions befoss eur departura

Inasmuch 0% we are axpecting 1o migrate soon from earth 1o heaven when Jesus
comas, should we not have the same sericus attiude towsrds proparation for Bife in the
heavenly world?

To help us to get ready for the coming migration, Gad has given s the Bibla. it f= a
falthil mirfor of the standards that will govemn oar conduct in world to coma, In this
lesson wa will study these principles of Christion Fiving, and aur relationship to them,

Diseussion 1.—THE RELEVANCE OF CHRISTIAN STANDARDS

The Bible standasds of conduct have 8 two-fold relevance. Mot

mli.r do they help to fit us for e in our future, heavenly home, but

Hmi:'ﬂln us to gropple more effectively with the proctical realities of life in this present
Whor

Pa, 118 8; "Wherawithal shall & young maen cleanse his way? By wking hesd theroio
sccording to Thy Ward "

There is p widespread notion abroad today that Christlen standards of morality are
arbiwrary, repressive and obsolete, Advocates of this view arg ;ng:lng'. “Thess &ré A0
absolute standards, Truth, beauty and decency are only relative. man must ba
parmitted to create his own morsl values, and to do hig own thing, in his own wway, in
his own situation™

Dr. Harry Emergon Fosdick has writtan a hard-hitting reply to this [responsible,
twisted, pagan view of life;

"Go into 8 science laboratory and tell them thers are no standerds fa their woark,
and thay will throw you outl Standorda arg their central busingss , , , Stendards of

induction, of verification, of technique, and behind thess, profound standarde of veracity,
Integrity, and diginterested devotion to truth,

“Wharever you find great work being done in enginesring, in architecturs, in sgri.
culture, in medicine, in music, in art, in lterature oc in science; amid tha infinite varity

of exprassions, you will find at the core and contre of it all standards . . . concarning
which men afe persuaded that nowhore can their disregard be right, snd nowhere can
their observance be wrongl™

&—THE FOUNDATION OF CHRISTIAN STANDARDS

Tho wltimata foundation of Christisn morality iz not merely whot God roquires, but
what God g,

I Pat. 1:15, 18: “Ba ye holy, for | am holy,"”

God's "holiness™ is His moral excellence, His stoinless, ineorruptible goodness: His
un-_tru&nchah[a enthuzsiaem for righteousness; His uncompromising and total resoil from
&,

Drourt, 32 - &; A God of truth, and without ﬂiﬁ{m just and right ks Ha,”



