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HOW TO CARE FOR GOD'S LIVING TEMFPLE

Trntroduction Jobn 211336 Jesus cleanses the Temple in Jerusalam,
Christ's cleansing of the Temple woes a drametic ([Hustration of
the work He come to do in the humen soul. God's original ideal was
that man shauld be & living remple for His indwalling, but sin defiled the body-temple and
marred God's plan. Jesus came ta drive out the demons of selfishness and lest that kad
mada thoir home in man, and to restore him a8 a clean temple for God's peesession,
Many paople think af Christ's work as applying only 1o the cleanliness of our hearis,
& if He werg indifforgnt 1o the way we treat our bodies. [t therefora comes as o complate
surprise to learn thet God views our whole personality—body, soul and spirit—as His
temple, and that He is just as keenly interested m the health and welfare of our bodies
o5 Ha ig in the health of our scula!
il Cor. 8:7& "Ya are the tample of the living God"”
How does God want us to care for His living temple? Let us open tha Bible and sea,

Divcussion 1.—G00°S CLAIM TO THE BODY-TEMPLE

God's claim is based upan tha fact that He is our Maker, Owner,
Preserver and Redosmar,

1 Cor. & 18, 20; "Your body Is the Temple of the Holy Ghost. . . Yo ore not vour own ...
Ye are bought with a price . ., Wharefore glorify God in your body and in your
spirit, which sra God's."”

Ps. 1001 3 “ht iz He that hath mada us, and not wa ouraalves.™

Acts 17 28: “'In Him wa va and move and have our being.'”

Rom, 14 8: “Whether we liva ar die, we are the Lord's.”

What impoct does this Divine claim have upon us? It should huesh oor hearts with
gratitude ond awea. The greatest day in our lives comas whan this realisation first dawns
CEr our souls. Life can never be guite the same again far us from the moment we say;
“IBELONG TO GOD. MY BODY IS HIS TEMPLE™ This is suraly tha most powerful, lfe-
changing canviction that can evar Iny hold upon cur hears, B God places such o high
valus upon us, can wa continue to have a cheap regard for oursalves?

2—GOD'S CONCERN FOR THE BODY TEMPLE
Ex. 20:5: “l the Lord thy God am 2 jealous God.”

It is fundomentally right for God to be jealous about His property. Wa are jealous
abowt our property, aren't we? I we owned & beautiful temple, of intricata dasign amnd
matohless oraftsmanship, would we not be eoncerned ta guard it from abuse?

’ Accardingly, God says that the beaith and weifare of His people is His highost wish

ar thesm, f

il Joho 2 | wizsh abowa all things that thau mayest peosper and be in health, even as
thy soul prospareth.'”

This concern ks prompted solely. by love and a desire for Hig people’s good,

Deut. 6:24: “For our good always, that He may presere us slive.'”

God places o high valise upon our physical bodies, He doss not subseribe 1o the
falze view of man which ragards the human body whoelly a8 8 soures of avil, and despises
it o5 o wvile ond worthless husk, God crested cur badies "in His own image”, and pra-
nounced tham “vary good™ (Gen. 1:31), Tharefore, His redemptive work takes in our
biodies, and He will not rest until they are fully reclammed from sin, disease and death.
Rom, §: 2% "The redemption of the bady,™
| These. & 23: "Your whole spirit and soul and body ba preserved blamaless.”

Ged's concarn for the body temple is refiected also in His wamnings and probibitions
pgainet 115 willul abuse.

1 Cor, 3: 18, 17 "H ony man defila tha temple of God, him shall God destroy.”
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