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God's best-known reserved postions are the Sabbath, the Body-Templa, ond the
Titha, According to the Bible, all thive of these belong 1o God, A “Tithe™ means a one-
tanth our “Increase’” or net aamings. Becavse the tithe is so vitally concernnd
weith the fimancing of God’s work, lat us see what the Bible teachaes about i
Gon, 14 20: Abraham reterned & tithe to God,

Gen, 28 : 20-22 Jacob alsa returned a tenth portion.

Up t2 this time. the Bibla has made no epecific mention of the tithe. But the faet
that Abraham and Jacob both exercised thair stewardship sccording to the same pattem
prowes that God had already made His will known in this respact,

Law. 7 : 30: Tha titha balongs to God,

Prov. 3 : % The tithe is to bo reckoned on claar "increasa™, or net gaina,
Murm, 18 : 21: Tha tthe was used for the support of the Laviies.

Mal. 3:8-11; An unlimited blessing promised to the tithe-poyer,

Dopes the Mew Testament endorss the Tithing principha?

Matt, 22 : 21: “Rendeor unto God the things that are God's.”

Rathar than relaxing or abolishing the tthang obbigation, the New Testamant despens
and intensifies it, To the Jews, many of whem ware formal, seif-rightanus tithe-payers,
Jasus stressed the mwardness ond spirituality of the tithe
Matt. 23 : 23 Jeasus endorsad tithing—but enly 8% an axpression of heart-rediglonl
I Cor. 8:13, 14; God has “ordained™ that as o the Old Testament pericd, “They that
preach the Gospel shauld live of the Gospel.”

Fram this Bible evidence it iz clear that God wishas us 1o exercise our stewardship
in the same way sz His people did in Bible timeas—by returning a foithful tithe 1o His
ireasury. ¥ avery modem Christian ware to do this, thare would always ba an abundance
of means for the support of God's woerk!

Hawewar, the tthing plan was not given primarily for the purpoga of raisi :
Its chigf purpase was ﬂnirtual education—iha forging of new, strang hur:-d:angbm;fn
man and God.

I Cor. 12:14: "| seck not yours, but you*

Stewardehip iz not an end in ielf, but only 8 moong to an end. 18 purpose is to

prepare us for the third and final stage of God's grest plan.

3—THE THIRD LINK—FARTNERSHIP

Amos 33 "Can two walk together, except they be agreed?”

Partnership means mutual cwnership, mutwal trust, motal objeatives, mutual obli-

vone, it ia tha marriege of the human will with the will of God, is God's supreme

deal for ME‘E Christian. It is the goal and reward of stewardship. It is the climax and
crown of the Gosped plan. It is the axperience whera we becoma sa fully [dentified with
Chriat that we are ong with Him in motives, purposs, ideals. and charsctar.

How is this Divina-weman partnership brought sbout?
Mate. 11 : 27, 28; "Come unte Ma . . . Take My yoke , ., Loprn of Ma . . ."

Christ’s "yoka" is tha love-discipline of Hiz holy Law. It is not o burden or a fattar,
but a link that unites e 1o Him. His “yoka' thus becames the means whar He shares
;u II-II:J ra;_mlmli stremgth with us, making ohedience a delight. What a parfact picture

parinarship

Conclusion  How does the tithing plan contribute to this partnership?
fipts 20 : 35: “It is more blessed to give than 1o recalve.”
Tha greatest valua of the tithing plan |8 that it gives tho most
God-like virtues room for exercise in our lives. Generosity, [barality, E.jlmﬂlhr'_ COr-
huaainn. self-forgetfulness—thasa ara the fundamental qualities af God's chasacter, and
¢ longs to sae them reproduced B us, When we faithfully practise tha tithing plan,
thesa beautliul qualites are givan opportunity 1 make their home in our hearts, taa, and
thus play their part in restarng within us the lost image of God!

(138)



