Bibla Lessons for Maw Pictorial Aid No, 39

GOD'S PLAN FOR THE SUPPORT OF HIS WORK

: Matt, 28 :18-3k "Go yo therafore and teach all nations.™
Introduction Thase words have bean colled “Tha Church's Marching Orders™,
Christ was commisioning His disciples to embark an tha spiriwal
cenguest of the whole warkd,

Think of the stagpering magnitude of this tasgk] Think of the vast resowrces of man-
powear and monay nesded 10 keap i geingl How natural that men should ask: “Whera da
all tha millicns of dollars come fram to sepport and extend the Church’s workd-pro-

rammat |s this lelt to chonce methods—like lotteries, rafies, bazoara, fairs, eto—or
Eum Giodd hawva o definite plan for financing His work ™
Luke 14 28-F31: “Which of you, intending 1o build & towss, sitteth not down [&st, and
countath the costi™

God |z & wise Planner, and wa would expect Him 1o devise soma mastar-plan which
would be eansistent with Hls own principles, and yot adequate for the necds of His
Church’s world-wide task.

God kas devized such a plan. It is based upon the giving of & specifisd proportion of
gur ingome, but not 8 specifled amount. It does not favour the nch man, woee does it
impose hardship vpon tho poor mon. bt is like a chain with three Indispensable links.

Dizcussion 1.—THE FIRST LINE—OWMNERSHIP

God's cwneeship of all things is the most fundamantal fact of
human existence, and the most fundamental doctring of the Bigle. h is
the foundation of all Divine claims and promises, and of all human dutias. It is theralore
the ultimate starting-point for any discussion of His plan for the suppart of His work,
This primal fact helps us to see the whale plan in trus perapaciliva,
‘Whers is the Bible evidence that God cwns all?
Pa. 24 1: God owns tha world,
; &: God cwns the sea.
8.12: God awns the cattla, tha wild beasts, and tha birds
gl 2 8: God owna the silvor and thie gold.
. 6318, 20: God ewns our bodies.
Wa cannot make ony progress towards an understanding of God's plan for financing
is work unlass we first recognise this scwaraign fact that God owns all. Humbling it
y be. but it i5 inescapably ftrue 1hat whatever means are needed for the supporl of
‘s whork ruat ultimately coma from Himl
im, B ; 7: "W brought nothing into this world, and can take nothing our”
Chron. 28 1 14; "All things come of Thee, and of Thine own have we given Thae"
A sppresiation of this first fact revolutionises aur whals spproach to lile, and halps
to preparg us for the sacond link, which lollows logically.

2 =—THE SECOMND LINK—STEWARDSHIP

Stewardship takes its meaning from, and grows out of, ownership, Unless thero
weera first an owner, there could naver be a steward,

Stewardship means “the ras sible rmanagpement of entrusted pro " VOwnars
ship"” describeas F':End'n ralation 'mp::n. "Srewardship” describes mﬂﬂ'ﬂ- % to Giod.
A5 God's stewards, we are the managars, caratakers, or westess of His properiy.

What does tha Bible teach about stowardship?

Plant. 25 14-30; The parable of tho talents,

Wa are all God's stewards, envruscad with & fair proporion of His sssers, acconding
1o our sevaral abilities.
| Cor, 8:2: A steward is regulred 1o be falthiul,

Matt. 25 : 27; A steward is expected 10 imeest his master's assats.

Matt. 21 : 34 A steward ia axpacted to make dus retumns To his maetar,

Luko 16 : 2: A stoward is obliged 1o render an account of his rading.

Gen, 2: 16, 17: A steward is obligad ta rn::-[:;na%t:hi: master’s resarved portions,
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