Mo, 38 Bibvle Lessons for Mew Pictorial Aid

Even tha most casual reading of this evidence shows that Jesus® words about
foot-washing wers just as positive, deliberate and wneguivocal as wore His weords
at the institution of the Lord's Supper. If there ks no hesitancy to accapt the Hesal
meaning of His command in one case, why should there be reluctance 1o accepr
the livernl meankng in the othar?

What enduring lessons are enshrined in this sorvice for ua?
Four lessons are avidant:

{n}) R is a memorial of Jesus' e of service,

Jesus sppointed two other great memorials:

The Lord's Suppar — Tha memorial of His death
Christien Baptism — The maemasial of His resurrestion

Is thera no memorial of His self-sacrificing life?

Yes, there is. In the washing of His disciples’ foat, all the seifless activities of His
sarthly life are gatherad together and focused in one sublime and unforgettable deed?

Says Louvis Berkouwar: “Thet lintle scene in the upper room ls sciually the
apitoma of Hia antire mediatorisl career. b symbolises in striking action oll the sei-
humiliation to whigh the Master put Himself." (Faith and Sanctification, p 148)

(&} It iz an opportunity to perform 8 personal sarvice for our King.

i an opportunity come for us to wash the feet of our Sevigur, ss Mary did,
would we not grasp it eagerly 7 Would we not count it o high honour? Yet when we
wiash the feet of the humblest Christian brother, Josus regards this as a personal
sorvice, performed directly to Himeslfl
Matt. 25: 80 “Inasmuech as ya heve done it unto one of the least of these My

brathren, we have done it unio Mea!™

Hew thig faet lifia, transfiguras and glosifies this homely ordinancel What now
lustra, beauty and dignity it gives to itl When viewed in this light there Is nothing
menial, servile, or humiliating about this sarvice. Jesus wos never so truly regal as
when, on that [ast night, He stooped to perform the task of o shve K was the
kingliest thing that He ever did!

e} It s a porpotual reminder that we are "our beother's keeper™,
Gan, 4:5: “Am | my brother's kespar?”

Crin's callous, irresponsibla question received s most decisive answer In tha
Uppar Room that night, a8 Jesus knalt to wash the foot of His disciplas. Satan has
trigd persistently to cenvert ug all inte Cains, v stifle our senga of responzibility
towards others, and to make us aloof, indiferent and unfesling, bot Jesus testified
by this ection that God holds us directly responsible for our influence, not maraby
wpon our non-Christian nesghbowrs, but alse upon ow own brethren within the
Churchl
Rom. 14: 7 “"Mone of us liveth unto himself,™
I Cor. 8:12 "When ve sin against the brethren, and waane their weak conscisnce,

ya sin against Christ,”

(d} It iz an scted pladge that we will do all n our power to keep o brother"s hfe clsan,
Rom. 14 : 1% “Let us not thersfore judga one anathar any mars, but judge this rathar,
that no man put a stumbling-bleck in his brother's way,”

Says .J. B Mikler: “We pre to come to each other with basgin and towel. We are

1o halp sach other te be elean Chrigtiana, \Wa are to seak the sanctification, purifica-
tipn and wpbullding in character of our fallow disciples . . . Especially must we ba
cleansed curselves if wa would saek the cleansing of others, YWhat if our own hands,
with which wa should wosh the feer of other disciples, are not clean, but are
themaalves povared with sin? Ingteod of cleansing the lives wea towch, wa shall leave

stping upon them.”
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