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THE ORDINANCES OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Introduction  1Gor 11025 "This do in remembrance of Me.”

From the down of time God has employed the princlple of sctive

partickpation in teaching His peopls spwitual truthe, He knows that we

learn best by doing. The impoect of the lesson is doeper and more lasting il wa ara
parmitted 1o toush and taste and handie as wall as 10 hear and sea and think.

Oid Testament exsmples: I'l-iun's_tun'lihumu need to eat the fruit of the trea of
lite, evan in Edan, The secrificiol offerings, appointed immediately alver the entrance of
sin. Noah's building of the ark. God's command to Abrahaom to sacrifice his son, lseac
Tha Pesscvar ceramonies. The gathering of the manna, The building of the wabermacle,
and the whole Sanctuary seevica,

G0 it i in the Mow Testament, VWhilst the amphasiz upon exiemal ceremonies is
graatly reduced and the erdinences are much simplibed, tha principle of education by
active participation remains.

The threa divinely-appainted ordinances of the Christian Church are:

Baptism by Immérsion
The Ordinance of Foot-Washing
The Lord's Supper

Insamweh as the srdinance of Bapiism is dealy with in Lesson 36, we will concen-

trate in this lesson upon the other two,

Discussion 1 —THE ORDINANCE OF FOOT-WASHING — John 12:1-17

Twro questions will halp us 0 sas mora deeply into the Master's
purgess in washing His disciples' {aet:

Weaa Jesus really instituting a new ordinanoe for the Christion Church?

Sama Christians maintain that Jesus never imtanded Hig words or actions en this
oocasion to be mken literally, They insist that He was meraly giving an unassually forceiul
illustration=—a dramatisation—of humility end service, 0 the genaral sanga,

This mattor can ba seftled conclusively anly by a direct oppeal to Seripwra, and
inpsmuch as all Chrigtan believars are nol agread at this polnt, the Bikle evidance shauld
be congiderad with especial core. Thera afe twe main [nes of evidence:

{n} Three verses indicate cleardy that Joasus kad something mora in mind than mecely a
ganeral lesson of humility.
¥ 7 "What | do thou knowest not nowe.”
w B YIi [ weash thee not, thou hast no part with Me
v 12 "Enow ye that | have done to yout™
These varses show thot the trua nigniﬁ.-!.'ul'lc:l of Jesus’ action woas not imemeds-
ately apparent 1o the disciples; also, that this washing was B ungue condition of
partnership with Christ. Furthermore, if Jesus had meraly been giving an aEanspla
ol humility in the genarnl sense, He would not have needed 1o probe His disciples
with the question: "Do you understand the meaning of My sction?™ Ho meaning
whould have baen obvious o alll
:h} Threa other verses prove conclugively that Jesus did wizh His disciplas 1o angagn
in the literal repetitlon of His action,
v 1d: “Ye ought also to wash one anothar's fest.”
v 15 “¥e should do as | kave done.”
v 17 “If ye Enow these things, happy are ye il ye do them."
{133}



