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Other Bible cxamples of pecple who reachad this himit
The paopla belore tha Flood {(Gen, 603, 5, 11, 12}.
Pharach {Ex. B: 16).
Heorod {Luke 23 ;8 9,
Judas (Luke 22:3).

4. —WHAT, THEN, 15 THE 51N AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT?

From what we hava learned thus for, wa are row in o position to drew some
conelusiona:
The zin against tha Holy Spint is not some single, leolated act of wickedness, such as
murder, lying, theft or impusity.
It Is rather the climax o a long series of stubbom refusals to heed the prompuings of the
Haly Spirit,
It is the place whore repeated stilling of the voice of God in the soul hardens intg
unbreakable hahit,
It is the Gnal, defibesate closing of the heart sgainst the Gpirly of God
Soys Alexonder Mcoloren: "The only unpardonobie sin is the sin of persistently
refusing the pardon that svalls for all sin”" Thess conclusions are supparted by God's
lament concerning ancient |srasl, and Jesus’ warning ta the people of His day.

Il Chron. 36: 15, 16: "Till there was no ramady,”

Mate, & ; 23; "If the light that |s in thea ba darkness, how grest |s that darkness.”

John 3:19; 2k “This is tha condamnation, that light is come info the world, bui man
laved darkness more than lght”

E—WHAT MAKES THIS S5IN UNPARDOMNABLE?

Tha fact that it is unrepentable. The man who repaatedly closas his heart against the
Zpirit ol God = delfberately dastroying his own capacity for ropentance, Just as a ship's
radio officer, by wilfully smashing his delicela recesving set, cuts off his only channal af
communicatpon with the shore, 50 wae, by persistently stflmg or resisting the Spirit of
God, may destroy the enly channel of commundcation botwean oursalves and Heaven!

Thuas, deprived of tha Holy Spirit’s ministry by our own parverse and wilful agtion,
conviction beqomes impossible, So does repentance, forglveness, peace and assurance.
Evan the desire 1o ba reconciled with God is evantually lost, We have reached the man-
made fimit to tha Holy Spirit's work,

Poul describes this tregic condition m Heob, &: 46 and 10 : 26-31,

Jpeei One question remains to be answaered beafore we closs this Bible

Concluston Iaﬂs.-l}l?' “Howe con we avoid committing the wnpardonable sin?™
Thara are three simple safequardes thot everyona can emplay:

(a} By kesping our haarts sonsitive to the slightest promptings of the Spirit of God,
| Bam. 310 "Speak, Lord, for thy sarvant haareth,”
Isa. 30 : 21; "This is the woy, wolk ya in "
{t] By guarding against the first step n consclous resistance to the known will of God,
MNum. 22 :18: ©1 cannet go beyond the ward af the Lord.™
isn. 50 : 5 | was not rebelllous, nesther termed away back,”

(2) By cultivating the habit of prompt cbedience when any new duty to God is made
lai.

P
P, 18 : 4% "As soon as they hear of Ma, they shall obay Me"
Pe. 119 B0: ~1 mada haste, and delaysd not ta keep Thy eammondments.’

Heb. 3: 7. 8; "“Today. if ye will hesr His vn:[i:;.z?urdan nat your haarts,”



