No. 36 Bible Lessons for New Pictorial Aid

Acts B 38, 3% “Thay weant down both inbo the water ., Thay came up out of the water,”

Dbviously, if sprinkling or powring had been tha New Testament method, candidates
for baptlsm would not have nesded 1o go near a lake ar river, & cup or small Bottle of
water would have besn sufficient]

(e} The Way Christ's Disciples Interpreted His Command about Boptism
Hom, §: 4, & "Buried™ , , . "Planted" , , , “Rigan',
Col, 2 ;1% "Burked™ . . . “Risen™.
Paul is using simpla, unmistakable word-pictures here. But the acts of “sprinkling”™
or “pouring” baor not the slightest resemblance 10 baing “buried”, “planted”™, or “raized™|
A further, tangible evidenco for boptism by “immersion” in the sarly Church is the
fact thet the oldest Christian churches in the world, soma of which hove besn standing in
Taly, Greace and Morth Africa for 1,800 yaars, have lange, sunken baptismal fonts, suitable
for complate mmarsion|

3.—THE MEANING OF BAFTISM
Just og the Mew Testerment & clear about the Mandate and tho Mothod, it is sgually
explicit about the Meaning of baptism, The most detailed explanation of the despar,
spiritual mesning of boptism i glven in Aem. 6 4-13%
v 3 "Baptised inte Christ's death.”
wv 4 5 “Buried with Him by baptism.”
vy 4, B “Roised with Him to nowness of life"”
ww B-1lr “Crucified with Him, that hencaforth wee should not sarve sin,”
wy 11-13: "Desd indead unto sin, byt alive wnto God.”
Further ingights sre glven in other Mew Testament possages:
John 3 : & “Bom sgain of water and of the Spirit."”
Gal. 3: 27 "Baptised into Chrigt . . . put an Christ.”
Col 2:12: “Bawied with Him . . . risen with Him.™
Col. 3:1-3: “If ye than be rigan with Christ, seak thoze things which ore abova™
From these Scriptures we draw the following conclusions concerming the meaning
ol baptism:
Itz &n scted memarial of the death, burial end resurection of Cheist
It Iz & graphie dramatisation of trus converaion,
It is tha farmal adoption ceremany into the family of God.
It ks & public witnass that we have becoma lifelong disciples of Jesus Christ,
It is the only legitimate daorway to membaership in the Christian Chureh,
ROTE: An understanding af thete focts forestally alf controversy ahont “tdramT DATTISM", I
ir autoenaiicatly excluded, ar having no meaning whatsoever in the Scripiural contexi.
ACCORDENG TO THE MEW TESTAMENT, CHEISTIAN BAPTISM HAS MEANING (LY POR THOSE WHO
AHL LD PMOUGH TO UNBERSTAND AND EMBRACE TI0 GOSFOL MESSAGE—TO DELIEVE, KEFENT,
AND BE TRULY “"BORN adain”. These are the Mew Teslament prereqguivites for haptism, Apart
from them, though conducted af any age, it it a piece of empry and meaningless ritunl, There
i mo magical, aving virlee in the water of bapilse el It has synbolic valve only, and i
medningless apart from persorgl fafth in, and commitment do, Cheist, (Sep Mark 16:16;
Actxs 2:37, I8; 8:37).

Conclusion  Acts 22:16: "And now, why tariest thou?™
This quist challenge comes home 1o the heart of everyona who
learns the truth about baptism. |t is the public seal of our diseipleship,
and God s honoured by prompt obadianca,

As wo ponder this quastion, let us femember that the pathway down into the waters
of baptism is sanctified by the footsteps of the Maater Himsell. it is abways safe to follow
whare Jesus loads the way. Ha trod this path, and He will ba by our sida as wa fallow in
His staps today. 30



