Bible Lessons for Mew Plctorlal Abd MNo. T4

WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES ABOUT BAPTISM

Introduction  Esh. 416 "0na Lord, one falth, one baptism."

In spite of the fact that the Bible spasks of only “one baptism™,
tha madern Christian world is divided about this subjece. Some have discarded the e
altogether, Othars make it absolutely essential to sobvation. Evan thoee who atill practiss
baptiam ara not agraed about it Some argue lor “sprinkling™, seme for “pouring™, some
for “total immersion™. Some practise “infant baptism®. Others insist that enly “belisvers™
should be baptised. Many sincere peopla ore perploxed by these disagresments.

Eph. 4:5 assurag ws that thare was a time when all Christians were united on this
subjoct. Obviouwsly, than, the legical way to escapa from modern confusion i 1o go back
1o the Wew Tesmment and take a cloga look at baptism as it came “lresh from the
mint”™, hafore it had baen aarrupted or spoiled,

A mandata is Tan ssthoritative command from a superioe”, and
the first fact that greets us as we open the pages of the New Testa.
mient on this topic = that baptism is the subject of st such an "authoritative command, ™
Matt. 28 ; 18-20; "Go—iaach—baptise.™
Mo Bible mandota is more explion, emphatic, or final than this. Horo aro threa Diving
commands: “GO—=TEACH=—BAPTISE". Logically all thrée ara ol agual importance. I wa
diggard ane, we automatically undarming the authority of the othar two. This ought 1o be
anough to settle all contraversy abaut the importance al kagtism. We hava no right ta
play tast and booss with any Divine command, To dismiss this one as trivial is the zame as
saying to Christ: "1 don't attach any impostance whatgoeyar 1o Your mendatel”
what loval Christian would ever wish to entaer inta such unseemly controversy with
his Lard?
et Jazwee hes given more—much more—than an imperial mandate for baptism, Ag
if 1o lift this question fight owtslde the realm of controversy, He has reinforced Has
randate with His own exampiced
Matt. 3 ;1397 "Thus it becomath us.™
What more evidanca of the impprtance of baptism could o conecientious Christion
ask? If wo had been Eving in Jesws' day, and had actually witnessed His baptism, ond
heard Hia command: could we have any further doubts about its impartanca?

2~THE METHOD OF BAFTISM
{fee Chart Mo, d6—Chrisiion Baprism )

According o the Mew Testament, tha Divinely-appointed moethod of bapilsm iz as
clear ag the mandate, Threa lines of evidence prove that the Apostolic method was by
“tofml immarsion® in aater
(o) Tha Original Meaning of the Ward “Baptisa™

The Greek word, "BAPTIZ0™, means to dip or plunge an object in watar, so that the
wihode article s irmmersad, in the same faghicn as o place of clath is completely immersed
in @ vat of dye.

(b} The Maw Testament Descriptions of tha Baptismal Ceremany

All of thase descriptions clearty picture immaersion;

Mark 115, % "Baptizad in the river Jardan.” The Gresk preposition used hers is “EIS",
which means “into'™.

John 3 : 23 “There was much water there.”

Matt, 3 218 "desus wiainl up stisighleway oul of Thae witer,”

Acts B: 36 “They came 10 8 cerain water.”
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