Bibla Lessons for Maow Pictorial Aid Mo, 34

THE SEAL OF GOD AND THE MARK OF THE BEAST

Introduction Acts 529 "Wa ought to obay God rather thon men'”

The Bible recards many great religiouws crises of the past, when

ohedienca to God's commandmants bocame a8 public test: when life-

or-daeath decisions had 1o ba mada, and a ehaar lne of distinction was drown betwean
thosa who served God and those who servaed Him not.

Examples: The Passover (Ex 12:1-23)
The Golden Calf (Ex, 32 : 3)
Maunt Carmel {1 Kings 16: 21}
Tha Fiery Furnace (Dan, 3:13-18)

Great o5 were theso crises, howaver, thoy pale into insignificance beside the last
fierce, public clash betwesn truth and error, just befora Jesus comes,

Tha baok of Réevelation desaibes twio workd-wide movements in the last days, ona
Inzpirad by God, the other ingpired by Satan, which will divide tha habitants of tha
aarth into two camps, Bnd climox nothe last grean religious crisis of the apes, God's
movamant concermns tha marking of His servants with the “Seal of God", and Iz predicied
in Aew. 7:1-3 Saten’s movament concemns the stampang of his servants with the “Mark
of the Baast”, and is predctad in Rey. 13 : 1817,

The book of Revelation rafers agein and agaln ta this finel clash betwesn the Seal
of God and the Mark of the Beast. This is the last public test of loyakty that will ever
corma to tha inhabitants of the earth, The richest of Heaven's blessings are promised to
thaze who raceiva the Seal of God (Rev. 7:18-17; 14 1.4), whilp the most fearful of
Haavan's wamings are threataned apainst thoea who receswve the Mark of the Boose
{Reaw, 14 :9-91; 16 1-2).

Thank God, wo do not need to approach this lest grest crisis unprepared. It ks the
privilege of every Christien to laarn from tha Bible the natwe ol the fnal test, o
gequaint himself with the issues involved, and o decide now on which sida hoowill stamd,

Dizcussion  Dbviously, when we are desling with the Seal of God and the Mark
of the Beast, we are dealing with a clsh of opposites, i we can
idgntify one, we have the key to the identity of the other. Accordingly,

our first step will be o identily tha Seal of God,

1=WHAT IS5 THE "SEAL OF GOD™Y

Aevelation B brings us right wp 1o the great day of God's wrath, and asks the search-
ing guestion: “Who shall be able to stand?™ (Rew. 8:17),

Aevelation 7 snswars: this guestion by pomting to s compeny of people who, in the
vary st momants of tima, receive God's protecting mark—the “Seal of the Living God™
—and ara thus anabled 1o stand snharmad in the day of His wrath,

How shall wee identify this protecting “Seal”'?

(Fee Chargy Nos. 43 gnd 44, arg exploin kow these belp fo (derify the Seal of God)

Tha Thraa Elaments of a Saal

A gaal s a mark or sign of suthority, and |s used by rubers snd officials 10 make lows
and agroemants volid, It contains the mame, titla (or office), and termitory of tho Boagiver,
& Typleal Roynal Seal

The seal of Gearga W1, a recent King {:;fzﬁ?glund. Nata tha three elaments:



