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I—WHAT 15 MEANT BY THE “IMAGE TO THE BEAST™?

From tha days of the Emperar Constanting (A.D. 306-337). tha Papsl church has
dafended the union of Charch and State, and has unblushingly alled itseli with the il
pawear. Tha Papacy is not maraly 8 church, but a combination of Church pnd State. This is
tha very ssaance of the Popal system. The making of raligicus laws and the persecution of
heretics or dissenters, are therefora part of its settled policy. The Sta1e is subject to the
Ehnurcn, and the Eﬁmﬂh;&&:_maﬁ:i;i'n Iir mﬁasimli; to mlw its dopmas, According 1o
this gmazing prophecy, Amerios takr tha lead in cres an imaga of replica of the
Papal system in the IT'IIm World! ¥

This Amarican fusion of Church and State—this super-Church—will be a repudiation
of avworything that Protestantism has stood for in the promotion of religicus liberty, The
machinery of State will ba emploved for the moking and enforcement of religious laws.
The fights of individual conscience will be sacrificed an the alters of confgemity and
political oxpacioncy.

& —WHAT 15 MEANT BY THE “MARK"” OF THE BEAST?
This question will be answered in Lesson 34,

BE.—ARE THERE SIGNS THAT THIS “IMAGE TO THE BEAST" IS NOW COMING TO
LIFE?

Thera ara many ominous signe. Hese are just a fow:

The work of the National Reform Admimistration. Dedicated to making America o *'Christ-
ian Maton’ by laws and penalties, if persuasion fails,

The activities of the “Lord's Day Alliance”, Dedicated 1o the meking and enforcement aof
Sunday lows, and tha netion-wide cbsarvance of Sunday.

The rapid growth of Roman Catholic power and influence in America,

Tha ratreat of Historic Protestantiam,

The atrong Rorme-ward current of the Ecumaonical movemaendt,

6—ARE THERE SIGNS OF AEBACTION AGABNST THIS BETRAYAL OF INDIVIDUAL
SOUL-LIBERTYY

Yas. Hundreds of Americans hove refused—and many are sven now relusing—to
surrender the rights of individual conscience. Man are facing fines, imprisonmaent, social
rejection and loss of emplayment rather than disobey the commandments of God. When
the faws of tha State conflict with the lews of God, these men are saying: “We cught to
cbey God rather tham men™ (Acta 5: 29},

Conclusion Wihat of tho fwthena?
h:m'di% the Word of God, religious fresdem ig facing s
darkest, but hoaw! A crigig will yet develop in Amegica, and in
evary land of earth, which will neanch the scene in ancient Babylon, when King Nabushad-
niezar gat up his golden imaga, gatherad hia officers together, and commanded them, on
pain of death, to bow down and worship {Dan. 3: 1-7),

But when the moment of testing cama, and the vast multiude bowed dawn os one
man, there were threa slim figures adhousttad againse the sky—ihe Bguras of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nega. “Be it known unto theo, O king,” they aeid, “That we will not
sarve thy gods, nor worship the golden Image which thou hast set up” (Dan, 3 ; 18-18)

in envary rabiglous crigis of the past, God has found such men. In earth’s lsst graat
haur af testing, He will find them again. H".EII:IEEIJE ba amang them?



