Mo, 32 Bible Leszons for New Pictorisl Aid

L—WHAT IS5 MEANT BY THE “DEADLY WOUND"?

‘Whilst Danied 7 makes no specific reference to this apparently fatal setback ta the
Pepal powar, wa have already refarred to it in our study of the 1,260 days’ prophecy,

(Xee Charr Mo, 14—The 1260 Days Frophecy)

We should observe, however, thut the death-wosnd ghran o tha Papacy by Revolu-
lianary France in 1788 was the climax of & long serles of humlliating setbacks,

The Fapacy unluyud s noontide splendow in the days of Popes Innocant 11 and
Boniface VIl {appros. ¥31h century ), But this pinnacle of Papal power was followed by
i incraasingly wiolant landside of reaction against ecclesizsticel domination. Tha
dissatisfagtion with the Boman Church in Englond, as well as on tha Continent, was a
part of this reaction. The growth of a lberal and scientilic spirt was another. The
Protestant Reformation dealt the Popacy a crnippling body-blow. Tha crumbling of tha
power and influence of the Hapsburgs in Austris and Spain lelt the decadent French
state as 8 major bastion of the Roman Church, The arrest and imprisonment of the Popa
in 1798 may bo regarded as a symbol of the widespread and vicious reaction ageinat the
power and privileges of the Chureh, by the forces of Revolitianary France. Up till the
Revolution Franca had baen o leading Evropean champion of the Papacy for 1,000 vaars,
wnd whin its support was suddenly and vislently withdrawn, tha Papel power appeared
1o face certain extinction.

I—HOW AND WHEN WAS THE DEADLY WOUMND “HEALED™?

Thiz is another detail beft untouched In the more condensed and distant propheaies
of Daniel, But modern and contemporary history have browght it into focus as one of
thair most remarkable phenomaena. At the end of the 18th cantury half Europa thought
that the PFapacy was sxtingt. In spite of its “dasdly wound”, however, and in spite of
numeroes subsequent reversas, the Church of Rome has enjoyed o steadily Increasing
inflsance in world affairs since the days of Napoleon, Seme of the more obvlous “healing”
devaloprmenis have taken place in our tme

The restoration of Papal soversgnty by Mussolinl in 1528,

Tha phenomanal growth of Cathalic inBuence in many cauntries, inchiding the U.5.A,

The Second Vatican Councll of 1962-1565,

Tha cenciliatery attituda of larpe sections of modam Protestantism,

The steady Rome-ward currant of the world movemant for Church Unioa.

4 —WHAT I5 MEANT BY THE MYSTIC NUMBER 6867
{See Chart Mo, 42—A Key fo the Mysile Number 6667

A5 indicated in Section 1, the identification of the Leopard-beast with the Papagy
does not degand wpon this numancel deteil alana, Evan of this lealere weare aliminaied, the
identification would still ba unmistakable. But it is a significant Tact that this teelfth
apecification applies also 1o the Papal power, & thus becomes snother strand in an
unbreakable coble of proghetic evidanca,

Cﬂﬂﬁruﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂ Befora we conclude this lesson, ana final quastion—a parsonal ques-
ton—challenges our attention: “Doas our responsibility end with tha
mare IDENTIFICATION of the Beast-power?

Mo, Indeed. An undersianding of this graat prophecy croates o two-fold responsi-
hility for every reader:

(1) We must wke a personal stand lEiﬁ'E'-I111;r;i Boast-power and its influsnce.



