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Thay followed the Soriptures in simplicity, and refused to reoognise the autharity of tha
apestate Aoman Chureh, Thalr own written conlassions of faith, a8 waoll as the accusa-
tions of their enamiss, boar witnezs 1o the remarkable purity of their lives and waorship.
History nlso records that similar companies of “Protestants”, before the Reformation,
wigre found in Southern France, the British Isles, Syrin and Abyssinio.

Satan launchad 8 “foad™ of Papal armiee in Europs and Mehammeden hordes in the
Middle East, in o furious ellort to axterminate the fugitive Church, However, Gad provided
mitaculaus protection, and “the sarth halped the woman™ in thres remarkable ways:

Bohind lofty mountain bubworks, in cavemns, valleys and forests.
Through enlightend Europaan rulers who bofriended the Reformation,
in the great Amesican "Mew World™ across the Atlentle,

Thus, in each genaration of the Derk Ages, God preserved companies of faithiul
witnegses who are corporately reprosentsd by the fugitive woman These heroic
witnesses comprised “God's underground”, who, ke the faithiul 7,000 in Ekjah's day,
“rafused to bow the knae to Baal™.

{Tha second stage sxtends frem A0, 538 to the end of Papol supremacy In &.0.
17548, )

Stage lIL—In the Last Days {v 17)

After she smerges from her wilderness refuge at the end of the 1Bth century, and
steps upon the public stage sgain, Satan continues his bitter wadlare against the “rem-
nant” Church—the last remaining pertion of the woman's "seed”,

Angry ot past fnilures, and knowing that he has only a short time, Satan now fights
with the fury of desperation (v 12}, Howewvar, in spite ol all oppasition, tha “remnant”
Church stendfastly keeps the commandments of God and clings 1o the original et
many of Jesus Christ™.

{The third stage extends fram A.D. 1798 to the Second Advent.}

3,—THE THREE MARKS OF GOD'S "REMMANT CHURACH" IN REVELATION 12
The evidence contained n v 17 enables us we identify God's true Church in the Inst
days with absolute certainty, Three clear marks of identity are glven.

I8 & the “remnont™ of the Church's Seed. Therefore, it must be identical in doctring,
charneter and objectives with the arginal piece—the Aposvsiic Church,

It keaps the Commandments of God. Thie must refer to God's Commandmants in
thair original, unchanged form, in contrast with the traditions of men.

It has the Tastimony of Jesus Christ, The “testimony of Jesus™ through His prophets
{I Peter 1:10, 11) is anothar name for the Bibkical "Gift of Prophecy”, by which insgparad
men prodeced the Holy Scriptures {1l Peter 1:21}, and by which God still guides His
Church today [Rew, 1910,

Conclusion ~ Why has God given US a chance to hear these things?

Ba that we will be assured of God's power to preserve His
Church amid the vary fiercest trials (Moett 16 18),

Ea that wa will ba able to identify God's trua Church todey, beyand the shadaow of
B doubt.

Sa that wa will resolve to throw in our lot with God's "Remnent Church”, take par
in its wark, and shara in s final triumgh.
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