No. 31 Bible Lessons for Mew Pictorial Aid

“A crowm of tewnhen stars”—twalva leadars were prominant in the Old Testamant Church
—ithe twelve sons of Jacob; and in the Mew Testament Church—ihe twelve
Apostles,

Expecting tha birth of a man-child—a perfect drematisation of the Old Testamant
Magzianic hopa. The whola of the Old Testament could ba summanzed |n one
word: “Enpeotongy”.

Hated and persecuted by the dmgon.

Befriendad and protected by God.

The sun-clothed woman is 8 perfect symbol of Ged's community of belisvers an
aarth—~His trug Chierch n ail agas—viswed in the idesl sense, as God lovas 1o think of

hver. As the great prophetic drama of Revalation 12 opanas, John sess the Church an the
sva of the birth of Christ,

Tha Man-Child—Symbel of Jesus Christ

Mote tha five clear marks of idantification:
Awvailed for centurias by the Church of Godl
Bom into the world a5 a halpless babe.
Hated and attscked by Satan.

Cawght up to God and His throna,
Wil rula adl nations with a rod of iron.

Thasa specifications fit only one Person who has aver lived—the Lord Jesus Christ.
They simply could not apply to anyone alse.

2 —THE THREE ETAGEE OF EATAM'E WARFARE IN REVELATION 12
Stage |.—At the Birth of Christ (ve 1-8)

Tha Devil, also, was familiar with the Messionic prophecies of the Obd Testament.
ard bahind the scenes he plotad to destroy the coming Saviour.

Immadiately aftor Jesus was born, Satan, working thiowgh Rome's puppet King
Herod, trled 1o destroy Jesus and defeat the plan of redemption. He also vsed Roma's
official representative, Pilate, to suthorise Christ's crucifikion and seal His tomb. Haw-
ayer, In apite of Hig death and burial by Rome's agents, Christ escopad and was caught
up to God and 1o His throna.

Bofflad and boatan in his offorts to destray Chrigt, Satan than turned and perssouted
the Church, uaing Fagan Rome, the spostate Jews, and finally Papal Ramae.

Though thousands of early Christisns wers erually mareyred and thousands lapsed
into apostasy, God preserved His Church by giving har the wings of o great cagle, which
anabled her to escape to & refege i the “wildernass”, whare she had “a place, pregared
of God".

(The first stage of Satan's warlare extands from the birth of Christ to the baginning
of Papal supremacy—A.0. 538 )

Stago |l.—In the Dark Agea (v¢ 13-18]
(S Chard Mo, 24—The 1260 Dayps Fropkecy)

During tha Dark Ages. God's trua Church wes cutlawed from the great cities of
spostate Cheistendom and driven into axile in “the wilderness™. She was not found In
Rome. Paris, Constantinopla, or the other impoartant centres of population, but in desers,
lorazta, caverns, and especially in the desp Alpine vallays of Central Ewope. Ona of tha
best-lnpwn Christlon communitias to pregarve & pura faith wae the \Waldenses, who,
though cruelly persecuted, maintained tt;airai:‘ldanlinr and faith for huendreds of years.
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