Bible Lessons for Mew Pictorial Aid Mo, 31

CAN WE IDENTIFY GOD'S TRUE CHURCH TODAY?

Introduction  The ancient Greeks had a story about the escape of Thoseus from the
Cratan labyrinth. This baffling maze had been built by Daedeles, the
farmous architect, and no man had ever been able to enter it and find

his way out pgain. Theseus, a young Greek hero, had plunged inte the labyrinth, slain

ihe fesrsome Minotaur who lived at its centre, snd new faced the problem of finding an
oxit through the seamingly endless corridors of the bewildering maza, Happily, o friendly

Cretan maiden had placed in his hands 8 ball of silver thread, which Theseus had played

out as he entered the mare, and which now guided him as he made his escapa,

How ltka the predicament of thoussnds of frustrated men and women today, as
they view the wilderness of warring sects and denominations, each of which claims to ba
the one true Christion Churchl

Here is a baffiing labyrinth, indead! But where can we find a silver thread 1o guide us
safaly through the tangled maze? God has provided an infallibia guide that is aveslable 10
avery man. |t is “the swe word of proghacy™,

1l Patar 7 : 15%: *As a Eght that shineth in a dark place.”™

In thia lasson wa will swudy the prophecy of Reveletion 12, which enables us to
identify God’s true Church with satisiying assurande.

Discussion  Letus open the Bible ond read the whale of this chapter, Than we will
study It verse by verse under three haadings:

1.—THE THREE LEADING SYMBOLS OF REVELATION 12
(Fee Chard No 40—The Woman and Dragon of Revelation 12)

We are not left to gusss ot the ientity of the thres leading symbolz In this chapies.
Tha keys to their identity ara found within the chapter itsefl. We will begin with the
Dragon, because he is tho easiest to idantify.

The Great Red Dragon—Symbol of Satan

W 8 calla him “that old Serpent, calfed the Devil ond Satan®”. There is no room for
guesswork here Gaod has ghven ug the axact meaning of this symbol, and his identity is
the master-kay to the other two. But Satan never appears in public. He always romaing

invigible, He gets his work done through human agents—pecple who are willing 10
become “gleves™ for Satan’s hand, Al the Dima of John's vision, the most -Eﬁgtt-hnu Instru=

ment Satan had on earth was Pagan Aoma,

MOTE: “THE THIRD PART OF TIE STARS OF neaves™ (v 41, s an obviows reference fo the oom-
pany of aposiete angels whom Satan deew with himi in iz origienl rebellion epning God. See
v -0, wiliere Johir's mind &s carvied back momentarify o the erigimal "war in Heaver” a2 o
result of which Saton and iz angels were cosd ot ¥y 10-12 deecrilbe fow ver another preas

vierary aver Satar war wor @f Caivary's Cross, when @ mighty sheut of friamph reng through
the conrds of Heaven, {See Jolm 12:31.)

The Sun-clothed Woman—=©&ymbal af God's Trus Church

Throughout the Bible, God s favourite symbol for His Church ks 8 pure end beautiiul
woman {Jor. 812 1l Cer. 11 ¢ 2). The aymbolie waman of Revelation 12 agrees perfecthy
weith this ganeral Bible piciura,

“Clothed with the Sun"'—the robe of Christ's nghteousnass,

“The Moon under her feet™—sho writien Waed ol God, which reBects light from Chrlst,

a% the moon doses from the sun.
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