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Tha century batwean 1750 and 1850 wesz one of the very greatest and richest birth-
houra of ail history. The revival of prophetic study was only ona of fivs great religious
movements which sprang into full vigour during this pariod, resulting in wnteld blessing
1o the world:

The Weslsyan Revival in England,

The Great Missionary Swakening.

The Bible Society Movement

The Revival of Prophetic Study,

The Great Second Advent Awakening.

J—IDENTIFYING THE PEDOPLE OF REVELATION 10

By taking the “little book" from the angel’s hand and eating it, the prophat John
drarmatises the joyous experignca of thousands of Christion balievars who ook part in
the revival of prophetic study and the great Second Advent Awakening which Tollpwed,
in the firsr half of the tast cantury,

From a close study of the time-prophecies of Danigl—especilly “the 2,300 days™ of
Dan. 8 ; 14=——=thausands of man and wamaen in all tha major churches wers coavinoed that
Christ would return-in or about 1844, They understosd the “cleansing of tha
to mean the cleansing of the earth by fire at the Second Advent. This re-kindling of the
Blessed Hope was an axperienca of indescribable swestinass,

Many of those eorly Adventists drow & parallel between the “cleansing of the
Sanctuary™ and tha Jewish Day of Atonement and, disocovering that the Day of Atone-
rent for 1844 would fall on Z3nd October, they preached this date as the vary day when
Christ would coma.

But Z3nd October came and want without any sign of the Master's appearing. The
hope thet was 88 “sweéet as honey™ soursd to o disoppointment s “bitter” as gall,
Crushed and hearibrokan, they fled to the promises of God for comfort and enlighten-
mant, The key to an understanding of their disappontment was found in God's surs Woard.

4 —EMPLAINING THE DISAPPOINTMENT OF REVELATION 10

Aftor John's bitter dissppointment In eating the "lictle book”, he was instructed to
“rlsa pnd measurs the temple of God™ (Rev, 11; 1), Likewise, the disappointed Advent-
ists of 1844 were movad by the Spirt of God 1o make & carefl re-axdamination of tha
Bibfical Sanctuary, ond the prophecies which ralotod thereto, In the course of this study
they feund the key to their dissppainiment.

Saares of painstaking checkings and re-checkings of the 2,300 days propheay proved
that they had made no misteke respecting the tme of its fulfilmant, All sdmitied that
there was no fault in their calculation of the time. Their arror lay in their mistaken conalu-
sions respecting the nature of the event which was 1o ccowr a2t the and of the 2,300 daysl

Whareas they had concluded that the “cleansing of the Sanctuary” symbolised
Christ's return 1o earth, they now realised that this “cleansing™ wos to take place In
Haawan, and relérred ta the opening of the second, or judgment-phese of Christ’s ministry
in tha Heavenly Sanciusry, which must ba completed before His return 12 the sarth.

Like & siedden shaft of light leaging out of midnight darkness, this new and Seriptural
understanding of the “cleansing of the Sonctuary™ transfigured their disappointment and
kindled their hoarts with new hope. Instead of lingering in thair minds as 8 painful embar-
rassment. the disappomtmant of 1824 now becams a shest anchor for thair faith! They
raafized that this very disappointment had been rmarked befarchand in God's prophatic
Word which, by s patent fulfilment, had become an indisputable seal of the Divine
character of the 1841 mowvemant. What had seemad 1o be thair heaviest linbility hod now
bacome their greatest asser. They were able to find themsalves, and thelr own bitter
cHporionce, upon the pagea of the opan Biblel This conviction fired the heans of the
disappointed Adventisis and made thair taﬁgginny invincible.



