Bible Lessons for Mew Pictorial Ald No. 8

SOLYING THE MYSTERY OF THE 2,300 DAYS

Introduction In our study of the Ram, the He-goat and the Little Hom of Daniel 8
[Lesson 28], wa traced the rize of the grest counterfait system of
wiorship which Satan has used to pervert and obscure the Heavenly

Priesthood of Christ Wae learnad how the ange! Gabriel cama to Danlel at God's command

and gxpleined every detail of the vigion except the time periad, “the 2,300 days™ af v 14

Tha purpase of this lesson I8 10 discover whether the mystery of the 2,300 days
was ever golved.

Discussion 1.—WAS THE EXFLAMNATION OF THE VISION OF DAMIEL 8 EVER
COMPLETED?
Cid Gabriel gver come back?

Yes. Danial % records how, scme tima later, i answer 1o the prophat's prayer
{wy 3190, Gabrigl returned (v 20, 21} and instructed Danisl to recall the lomeer vision
{ww 22, 33} He then resiemed his maplanation preciaely at tha paint whara he had braken
off—with the time-element of the former vislon, The very first thing Gabriel mentionad
when he returned was timee (Dan. 9 - 24, and it was tha tima period—"the 2,300 days"'—
that had been left unesplained in Daniel 8. These focts show that the visian of Danigl 9
is the continuation and complation of the vision of Danield B,

2 —ARE THE 2,300 DAYS LITERAL OR SYMBOLIC?

Theay are abviously symbolic, Tor this renson: Threr verses in Danial 8 stata that this
prophecy would reach into the distant futura (v 17: “the tima of the end™ « 19: "the last
and af the indignation™; v 25 “for many days™). Mofatt renders @ 17; “the vision congarns
the crisis at the close”, and v 3 “the vision relotes 1o the far future,™

If 2,300 litwral days had been intandad, they would amowent to about &1 vears only.
wehich would not even reach from Danial’s day 19 the beginning of the Christian era, let
alone to the timea of the end? 1 is evidant, therafore, thae tha 2,300 days must be undes-
stood a5 symbolic or prophetio days which, when mterpreted according to the “day-for-
g-yoar” principle (MNum, 14 34; Ezek. 46}, represant 2300 veaars,

3~—=AWHEN DO THE 2300 DAYS BEGINT

In Dan. 9 24 Gabelel sakd that 70 weeks (490 yeara] weara to be “determined™ upon
Danizl's poopla. "Determined” means “out off”, “measwed off”, or “appo@ted™, This
“cutting off' must ba from soma longer period of time, and the anly such pariod referred
e in this vigion is tha 2,300 daye, which means that the two periods must have o common
starting point.

The starting point for the 70 weeks™ is specifically given as: “From the golng forth
of the commandment to restore end to bulld Jemssalem® (v 25}, This event must also
mark tha bEgi'nl'lirlﬂ of the 2,300 days. The "commandment” referred to is a cleardy astab-
lished historical landmark—the restoration decres of Araxerxes, King of Persia, which
wag made in 457 B.C. (Eera G274 71 11-26),

(5o Chard Noo 36—The Sevenrty Weeks Digprans)

Having established the starting-point. the rast |z simple arthmetic. 2,300 full years,
reckoned from the beginning of 457 B.C., extand to the end of A D, 1843 Howevrar,
inpsmuch as tha decres of Artaxarxes did not go into full effect until the autumn of 457
B.C. [ia. §-way throwegh the year), 2,300 full yasrs reach beyond the and of 1843, tn tha
autumn of A0, 1844,

(Sew Charr Mo, 3T—Cods Prophetic Fardstick)
4 —WHICH SANCTUARY WAS INTENDED—THE EARTHLY OR THE HEAVEMLY?

The "Sanctusry”™ of Dan. 8 : 14 must refer to the Heawvenly Sanctizary, for in 1844 the
Carthly Sanctuary no longer existed, It hod lain dasolste for almast 1,800 yaars, Disowned
and abandoned by Christ [(Mat. 23037, 38); desecraved by God Himsall at the super-

(103)



